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Interviewee

Interviewee’s friend

So my name’s Joshua Adams and I'm recording for Eastside Community Heritage on the
Stadium of Stories project. Do you maybe just want to in’, introduce yourself for the sake of
the tape?

My name’s Elaine Wilson

And how old are you?

Sixty

Sixty, do you remember which hospital you were born in?

Mile End Hospital

Mile End

Stepney

Mmm, um, I thought we could maybe first talk a bit about your grandparents, um, were your
grandparents from London?

One set of grandparents was from London, well great-grandparents were from London as
well I mean on my dad’s side they were all born in Stepney, Limehouse all round that area
but o the other side, like my mum’s parents were born in, in Kent but it’s, um, me dad’s side
that all the family are more interesting ‘cause what they used to do years ago, you know, the
heritage and everything

Yeah so what did your grandparents do for a living?

Um, well me, my dad’s dad died when he was fourteen, um, and he had a younger brother so
his mum used to go out to work to try and support, try and support them, like, part-time jobs
‘cause she had two kids, two boys so me dad became a man quite early really ‘cause he had
to look after his mum and his brother ‘cause his dad died of a heart attack when he was a kid,

so I never met him, obviously I met me nan

Yeah
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Quite a character

How was she a character?

Just the way she was, she had some funny sayings and everything but she used to have a
cough and she, like we all called it a cough she used to go ‘This bleedin’ coughs getting’ on
my nerves!’ and it was ‘coof” not ‘cough’ ‘coof” which are funny sayings she died in the, uh,
sixties unfortunately so

And they always lived in the London area?

Up until two thousand and...two thousand and seven

Where did they move?

Moved out to Lincolnshire

What about your grandparents on your other side?

They c’, I mean they lived in, always lived around Kent, XXXX, Sevenoaks in Kent...um,
me dad, uh, me granddad on me mum’s side was a gardener and he used to work for, um, a
Lady in Waiting to the, uh, to the Queen, um, as a gardener, garden, done gardening all his
life

Yeah

Right up until he, uh, apparently he died he was still doing his own garden, liked growing his
veggies [sound of kettle boiling]

Did your grandparents ever share any interesting stories with you?

Nah ‘cause when me nan died [ was about eleven

Mmm quite young then

Mmm unfortunately

So what about your parents? What were your parents names and where were they from?
Uh, me dad’s name was. ..

Do you want a cup of tea?

I’m fine thank you

William, well Billy, everyone called him Billy me mum was, uh, Mary she was born in
Sevenoaks [coughs] apparently according to me dad they met in Westerham [pronounced it

as Westrum] ‘cause he used to, he and his friends used to walk from Stepney to Westerham to
meet girls they’d met, um, if they, wherever they lived, they happened to live in Westerham,
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they’d walk there to meet them I mean he was, his girlfriend they’d split up or something and
his mate was still meeting his girlfriend so he went and sat in a, like, café, tea room as he
called it and that’s where he met me mum when she’d been recently divorced she had twins
and he said she looked a bit depressed and he bought, offered her a, to buy her a cup of tea
and that’s how they met...but I mean it must’ve been a lot for me mum really from, moved to
somewhere like Westerham in Kent and moved to Stepney

Yeah quite a change

Complete change, well she adapted well you wouldn’t’ve thought she came from, um,
Sevenoaks ‘cause she sound like just any Eastender really so I s’pose she got to know all me
dad’s family and everyone in East London din’t she?

Do you remember which year she got married?

They never got married

They never got married?

Never got married, XXXX that, nah it don’t matter now does it? No

No it doesn’t matter at all

They ended up, she had twins but they had eight children between ‘em and it weren’t until
not long before they died, uh, me mum died, or it might’ve been just after that I realised they
weren’t even married

Mmm

Funny really all them kids

So whereabouts did they live then?

Stepney, we lived in Stepney, um

Do you remember the street?

Yeah Ben Jonson Road on the Ocean Estate, um, number eight I go back there every now and
then just to have a look, looks so small now we go into the, uh, one of me mum and dad’s
local pubs that’s, that’s the only one that’s still there still a pub, a real pub and it’s still got all
the original pictures, well it did have last time I went which was about three years ago, the
Peacock which is round by my old school, used to go, like, John Cass School when it first
opened in six’, what you need?

Rizzlers

There they are
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Make me one while you’re at it, yeah used to go, the school first opened so we was first year
intake brother used to go to the old Red Coat School and I went to the new one and he
transferred over to a new one

Did you enjoy school?

Yeah I did actually I didn’t wanna really leave but to take exams and that then you had, um,
you had to stay on another year at school but I wanted to leave school but I also wanted to do
the XXXX but I’d had enough then all the friends were leaving I think there was only one or
two in the year that stayed on

Do you remember what your favourite subjects were at school?

Definitely wasn’t RE, um, Maths and English mainly I mean I used to get bored with, funny
enough I used to get bored with Geography and History ‘cause we had this teacher who used
to go on about, um, Harold Macmillan he had this thing about Harold Macmillan and for the
first two terms that’s all he talked about was this guy and I thought, I thought there’d be more
to history than just this

Yeah

Ex Prime Minister or, oh can’t even remember what he was now, got on my nerves and that
put me completely off history I’'m more interested in it now than I was then, grow up I s’pose
don’t you?

So just going back to your family there a little bit, um, do you wanna talk a little bit about
your siblings?

Did have five, five brothers four sisters, one of me brothers died a couple of years ago, one of
the twins, uh, all pretty close, well very close actually it’s like we always said that when you,
um, people, like, my ex-husband used to say to me that ‘Oh you haven’t got any friends’ or
“You haven’t got many friends’ yeah I have but with the family if you wanted to go out and
you’re feeling a bit down or something you just phone one of them or two of them up that’s
how I do go it’s weird so we’re all ve’, all very close and we all like, most of us, um, XXXX
I think as we’re getting older we’re stepping back in time, you know, for the good old days
tha’s why we go Stepney we go to reunions and that down there, I couldn’t go to the last one
but they had one on, um, the block of flats that went up in the, I think it was...it was in the
sixties, two or three blocks of flats went up on the estate and, um, they had a reunion XXXX
House but I didn’t go me sister went, one of me sisters went to this one met some of the old
neighbours but it’s like she said she don’t remember half of them ‘cause by them she was
almost married and they were sort of like mine and me brother’s a’, two of me brother’s ages
but then she did met, meet one of our, I think it’s second cousins that we hadn’t seen for
years ‘cause like my family’s name was Surridge and like me dad’s, oh hang on, me dad’s
name was Wiggitand they all come from Stepney, uh, I don’t want to talk about them

Uh, do all your siblings still live in London?

Essex
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Essex?

Well I, I’ve got, do you mind if I smoke?
That’s fine yeah

You sure?

Yeah

I’ll open the window, um

I’'m a smoker myself anyways so

Oh are ya? Oh you can have, do you want one?
No I'm fine I'm trying to give up I'm vaping at the moment
Yeah that’s what we’re trying to do

What we’re trying to do

Yeah

[Coughs] Um, yeah they all live in, uh, got...Dagenham [coughs] Dagenham, Romford I got
me eldest sister she lives in, um, March and one lives in, brother and sister live in Crawley

So why did they all leave, um, Stepney then?
Mmm?

Why did they all leave and go to Essex?
Move to Essex?

Yeah why did they leave?

Oh me parents did and they, what was happening in the, uh, early seventies, um, all their
friends was moving down, no they went Debden...Romford way they were all moving out,
you know, all their couples, some of them didn’t even have any children but they were all
moving and, like, we were, most of us were getting older there was three, I was, I left school
at, um, nineteen seventy so there’s, how many? I can’t remember...David, Gary, no David’s
older, um, Gary, Wendy, Kevin and Trevor younger than me...but...I, I don’t really know
they never actually sa’, I didn’t wanna leave and certainly my younger sister didn’t screamed
mary hell she did ‘cause she was, like, a teenager

Yeah
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She weren’t going, all her mates were there...but we did move out we moved, we moved to
Ilford we lived down by, um, Ilford Palais down that, um, Queen’s Road there but we’d still
go back to Stepney, think me dad still was, still going down there for a drink seeing his mates,
I mean he used to go out a lot with his cousins when we were kids ‘cause they had quite a big
family course a lot of them lived in Stepney they lived all along, down round Mile End
mainly, Cephas Street and all that

Do you think Mile End and Stepney have changed over the ears?
Yeah
How do you think they 've changed?

Changed completely lots of buildings have gone up...try and park round there sometimes huh!
But then I wasn’t driving when I was there it was all buses and you got buses that run outside
the block of flats I used to live in, you used to have to walk! Walked everywhere, no the
nearest place you could get a bus was either Commercial Road or Mile End Road but they’ve
got more round there now, but the blocks and that haven’t changed the blocks that are still
there they’ve knocked a lot of the estate down and the big blocks

Just, do you think the area’s lost a sense of identity at all?

Y’, well

Like an east end identity?

When I go, when we been there I feel as if [’'m home again because, like, you could walk
round, ‘secially when I lived in Lincolnshire, um, yeah people talk to you and everything but
it was different when go back to Stepney even though you’ve been out of it for so many years
and you just go that, go there as a visitor you’re just at home pe’, you know, people you don’t
know, well you don’t think you know sometimes you end up know’, you do know them but
obviously you moved eight years ago you don’t recognise them

Mmm

We done that, we went into the Peacock and one came up to us...um, I think it was in the
Peacock and we didn’t know them but he knew who, that, we looked like our dad

Mmm

“You gotta be Bill’s daughters’ pardon? We didn’t think, maybe we do as we got older I
s’pose

Yeah

We all look like him, most of us look after, take, look after, um, look out [tuts] oh! Take after
me dad...bless him
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Yeah the area certainly changing though, you were just mentioning pubs there before as well,
you know, a lot of them have closed down in the east end a lot of old pubs

Yeah [coughs] [ mean you look at my old school I mean it was only built [coughs] to me, you
know, it was pretty newly built in the s’, um, sixty six but it’s got so many extensions on it
god knows how many children have to go to school there now I mean it seemed pretty big to
me ‘cause [ went to Green Coat, we called it Green Coat the proper name it was given was
Hamlet of Ratcliffe and that had five or six classes, you know, about twenty kids and that was
it and you go from there to the big school but now, it must be so daunting for, like, eleven
year old to go to school like that ‘cause it was only on two or three floors then and now it’s
got all this extension at the side, don’t get me wrong some of it might be a technology block
or a science block or something but it’s all just so big now with all the bits on it, church is
still there thank god

So do you think schools have changed much then?

I think they probably have...I mean they probably...probably more diverse now anyway I
mean that would’ve changed wouldn’t it? Completely ‘cause it did when my children were at
school they went to school in Wanstead [coughs]

What do your children do?

Uh?

What do your children do?

One works, um, oh...do you know I can’t even remember what, how you call them now, me I
call it a nowadays a call centre but you know what it is, she works from a health and hygiene
place up London and she’s from the maintenance side, you know, she takes all the calls for,
and gives out...and tells people about the jobs, the maintenance in, the other one’s, um, she,
uh...not play leader, can’t think what they’re called, brain’s going, um...youth worker!

Yeah

In, um, High Wickham she’s got three little kiddies, on maternity leave at the moment

Mmm

The other one hasn’t got any children yet she’s the eldest, it’s the younger one that’s got them
all

Do you ever see your grandchildren much?
Yeah, yeah, yeah I do normally, it, it is half term innit? Well it is round here
Not too sure

Not everywhere
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I haven't been to school for years

No, see I lose track as well but we’ve just, we’ve just come back off holiday, they was hoping
that she’d be down but then she said she been busy where she is ‘cause she’s had, her sister’s
been there her dad’s been there with his new partner and everything I mean, they’ve been
really busy so she going ‘Yeah haven’t had time to turn round!” Gawd she’s funny but, oh I
dunno I’m quite proud of my kids, I’'m proud of all my family really all done different things

You were saying you all go back to Stepney together?
Mmm?
You all go back to Stepney together?

Well it’s, we started to, I mean we all went at different times before, we’d all have a trip
down there take your kids down there and everything, um, [ mean we’d have, I mean sort of
like seventies and eighties we were mad we’d go down there and then come back and end up
at the Ilford Palais because all we knew round there was like meeting up with friends, I mean
people I’ve worked with in even like Wanstead and that they had, um, family or they were
married to family who came from Stepney so you end up going, meeting them, meeting them
in Stepney they tell you different pubs that they go to and that, like the husband’s been going
there for years, nah don’t know him but you go there and you think oh I do know you I think
I seen you in so and so it’s weird but, no we did, I mean when my dad died,
um...twenty...can’t remember the year he died...that’s bad innit? Can’t remember it. When
me dad died, um, well he was born in nineteen twenty and he died, um, when he was eighty
nine and it was quite fu’, it weren’t funny but it was what he kept saying that year ‘cause my,
his eldest daughter, me sister, was gonna be, um, a pensioner and he kept saying I don’t want
no bloody daughter as a pensioner and she going ‘well you can’t stop it dad I’'m gonna be
sixty, uh, sixty innit? So I’ll be a bloody pensioner we’ll go on the buses together’ and he
went ‘Eff that! I ain’t bussing with you! I’m not going with a pensioner’ ‘cause my dad was
really, really funny but he, but we, after ‘cause she used to do a lot for me dad ‘cause she was
the nearest one to him and she had the car then but when, after he died, um, we all went down
Stepney and it was absolutely, it was, tell you what it was in the May because my two
daughters had gone to the army and navy rugby match and we decide to do it then and it was
absolutely bucketing down and can you imagine, we all obviously went by bus and train, um,
we had to walk from, um, obviously the bus stop, um, to one of the pubs we was going in and
dunno if it was the Globe ro the Grove, Globe, um, and we was all soaking wet when we got
in there but god did we have, we had, we went out for me dad because he would’ve been
ninety and we were sort of like half arranging what we were gonna do for his ninetieth
birthday in the April and, um, obviously he didn’t make it but we blamed my sister because
he didn’t wanna be ni’, he didn’t want a daughter as a pensioner and she was gonna be a pe’,
he died in the, um....oh god...September and she was sixty in the November so, we didn’t for
a couple of years but after that we did blame her ‘cause she took it, I mean we all took it bad
obviously but she took it really bad ‘cause she, she was seeing him every single day and
dropping him off at things and everything whereas we weren’t seeing him every day, we was
always on the phone to him obviously and I worked in Ilford at the time so L, it, he used to go,
because he was on his own then me mum had died, um, he used to go to, he couldn’t, because
he had osteoarthritis and...rheumatoid arthritis he couldn’t actually cook for himself so what
he used to do he used to get the dial-a-ride and go to, go out
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Mmm, you were just saying there as well you worked in, um, llford, um, what years were you
working in Ilford?

What years was I working in Ilford?
Yeah

Nineteen...uh, I gotta think myself now, well it was until, I worked there
from...um...nineteen eighty nine to...when I moved, two thousand and seven

Mmm
Worked in the same place, worked for the London Borough of Redbridge in social services
So do you remember what Ilford was like back then?

Didn’t have, it was a high road at the first time, high road, um, a lot of people at the time
wanted to keep it as a high road, we did as well ‘cause we lived right opp’, I mean where the
Palais was, it’s not, is it there now?

No I don’t think so
Is the building still there? I’'m going for a reunion

Um, there’s the Town Hall and then down from the Town Hall there’s Redbridge Council as
well

Linton House?

Thing is that’s what you mean

No

1t’s opposite this new block of flats just before, just before the police station

Pioneer market? There’s a block of flats there now in’t there? They were doing that just
before we moved out, um, they were saying we would have to move out we was at Ilford
Chambers above, um, the Pie and Mash and Greggs we was up above them but they was
saying we might have to move out because of these building but I was moving out anyway
our block moved, we moved to Ley Street in, um...what used to be the old electricity place
LEV we moved into that, the office moved into there but...I mean they, they call Ilford
Greater London dun’t they? Romford’s Greater London now innit? [Laughs] Quite funny
really your address is Essex but they call it Greater London but that’s what it is though it’s
like in Clacton, everyone from that area if they’ve moved out they’ve moved, I mean I can’t,
I’d love to live there but I couldn’t afford to live there in, to have a house or anything there in,
in Stepney XXXX

It’s expensive now isn’t it?
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It has changed a lot but some of the, like, when you walk you can’t, I mean obviously none of
us drove when we was living in Stepney none of us not even me dad, um, so you would, used
to walk everywhere so when, the last time I went with me sister just me and her on her own I
said just leave the car here put your disabled ticket in it and lets walk with walking sticks
[laughs]

[Laughs]

We kept stopping and I said I know different routes ‘cause of, like, going, whereas she didn’t
her school used to be, she used to go Tower Hamlets, her and me sister used to go Tower
Hamlets but I knew like some of the other back roads that she didn’t know ‘cause of going to
sch’, the way I used to go to me school ‘cause where our block of flat was, flats were you
could see school out of, like, my bedroom window, see school, so it were a bit hard for me
to...not go school

Yeah
Wanted to, fancy a day out

What else do you remember of Ilford? Obviously you worked there for a long time must ve
seen some changes in the area?

Oh lots of changes really not apart from all the new buildings going up [coughs] and lot of
places closing down we used to go to the Penthouse and Stopouts and there used to be a place
round the corner, um, down near Albert Road that was called the barons, a night club, all
gone now I think Stopouts might still be there, well the building still looks there used to be
where the police station is now ‘cause the police station used to be the other end years ago at
Broadway...people, I mean a lot of the people have changed now you’ve got all different
people living there now...I don’t like Ilford lane though not anymore...you just can’t get
down there it’s like the Ilford High Road used to be but some people are so ignorant, like,
when you’re walking you can’t, I mean my ex, well I still call them my mother-in-law, still
lives down, um, she comes under barking, uh, so it’s the other end of Ilford lane opposite
Barking Park and where the old driving school used to be and, like, if you’re walking down
there people just don’t move out the way you’re always saying ‘scuse me, ‘scuse me ‘cause
they don’t, they’ve got a lot of shops down there now and all the stuff’s on the blinking
pavement and you can’t, it’s hard, one side of it’s alright it’s not so many stores on the other
side it’s full of stores! It’s just a changing area innit?

Do you know why a lot of the businesses, um, closed down or not? For what reason?

No the one I remember closing was when Woolworth’s closed huh! That annoyed me always
popping in to Woolworth’s for something

[Coughs]

Oh pop into Woolworth’s, get me something from Woolworth’s...just different culture I
s’pose and the rates may be a lot higher

Do you remember what the shopping was like in Ilford?
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What going, what sort of shopping do you mean?
Dunno could be just day-to-day bits, um, clothes anything really, just like a typical high street

Well I used to go to, ‘cause I was a teenager there then I used to go to C&As, um, the, uh, the
Clockhouse they had what they called the boutique they used to go in there, um, that closed
down I dunno what that is now...haven’t been that side where C&A was for ages, trying to
think what it turned into, uh, then I used to go to a clothes shop it was opposite the Havelock,
KDS [?] used to buy all me tops in there, well most of us did actually, most of my family did,
the girls did it was a girls’ shop, ladies’ shop, young [tuts] young girls shop, teenagers shop
used to get all the clothes out of there...but I think a lot of it might’ve taken away when they
did put the precinct there, yeah it brought a lot from other areas there and it was better,
obviously the traffic was going round the outside of the precinct I hate it, always hated the,
um, the Exchange hated it

Still there now

I know gives me an headache the only time I ever use that is I used to, when I was going to
the train station you’d walk through from one side to the other, cut through to the station

Yeah I sometimes do that as well

Yeah and the last time I did go there I’d dri’, rode there on me push bike I wasn’t driving
then, I rode on me bike went into the Exchange, um, and it was, I always get there early in the
morning ‘cause, what it was I used to suffer with migraines and when you was in a place like
that if you’ve got a migraine on it wasn’t very good ‘cause it was, everything echoed so |
used to go there early in the morning and I went to a shop called, um, bit like Argos it was
called Index, um, and was getting something for one of me sisters ‘cause she’d had a baby
and I got told off ‘cause I’d take me push bike in there and I had a plastic chain thing and put
it up against the rail, the security came over and said ‘You can’t ride a bike in here’ and I
went I’m not riding a bike I’ve pushed it in there ‘cause what it was the stuff I was getting |
needed to put on the bike, secure it on the bike, so I could ride it home but I got told off
‘cause he thought I was riding a bike and he stood there while I went in Index and came out
[laughs] I said I weren’t riding it! I said I’d end up killing meself trying to ride it in here I'm
not a little kid! Oh it was funny but I didn’t like the Exchange at all, went and took away a lot
of the shops...because it was, the shops down the High Road were more personal

Yeah

I mean...oh must’ve been about ten, eleven nah, yeah it was probably about ten, twelve years
ago went to, um, I was working in Ilford and I had to get...a bus to, no it’s even longer than
that ‘cause I was still XXXX and I had to get a bus, they asked me to go to another area
which was lo’, um, like South Park way so I thought I’'m not walking round there I’ll get a
bus so I was standing at the bus stop and there was this lady ‘I know you don’t I?” and she
goes ‘Well I’ve seen you so many times in Ilford lately’ and she goes ‘But I can’t think
where’ and it turned out, I said you’ve worked in Ilford either a shop or something? And she
goes ‘“Wherever it was you used to come in [ remember you coming in and you come from a
big family and your dad used to come in’ and it turned out there was a Mariner’s caff
opposite where the old cinema was, she worked in there and it’s been shut years

Archive Reference: 2016_esch_ STOS 03



< !OSTSide
ommunity Heritage

The Parish Centre, Cardinal Heenan Centre, 326 High Road, Ilford, IG1 1QP
0208 5533116 / office@ech.org.uk / www.hidden-histories.org.uk

Mmm

You know, I said but, we’re trying to work out where she worked ‘No, nah never worked
there’ and she said, um, I said was there a bus stop near it and she going “Yeah the bus stop
was outside’ so one of the places ‘But I can’t remember the place’, I went it’s the caff.
Mariner’s caff! And she went ‘Oh my god! Yes it is’ Turkish lady I think she was Turkish but
that’s all gone now obviously one of me sisters got married there, um, St Mary’s Church I got
married, um, in Newbury Park little church XXXX garden, St Peter’s

You just mentioned the cinemas in Ilford, do you remember much of the cinemas there or?

Well I didn’t go to, um, much to the cinema the only film I went to see, uh, one or
two...brothers used to go ‘cause he keep, he, he’s even on about it now about Flash Gordon I
used to go to a cinema in Stepney, used to go to the ABC I was a minor of the ABC [laughs]
used to get your friends in the back way, someone used to pay to go in and then you’d share
the money ‘cause the mum’s, mum’s or dad’s gave you the money then you used to let
someone in through the door if they didn’t have, didn’t have all the money you’d let them in
and then it was their turn the next time if you didn’t have the money, funny, we used to sing
along as well must’ve been mad but you’d come out of the cinema and it’s be, um, ‘cause it’s
so dark you come out and you can’t see anything it’s so bright outside years later there was,
um, at the one at, um...um, Stepney, um, there was a hotdog stall outside you could use later
or a burger van, | think it may even still be there, still sell food, still sell food there but I don’t
know what food it is now could be anything, I dunno, I’ve gone off a bit ain’t 1?

No we’re just talking about cinemas, do you remember the cinema on Gants Hill?

The Odeon?

Mmm what do you remember about that?

Went there, yeah went to the Odeon

Can you maybe describe what it was like on the inside or?

Oh god can’t remember that far back

Or have you got any general memories of the place?

Well to me I always thought the Odeon was more upper class [laughs] than the ABC I don’t
know whether they had their own, I mean obviously I was older then but I don’t know
whether they had their own, uh, Saturday morning club like the ABC did ‘cause my brother,
me two younger brother’s always went to the ABC ‘cause they could get one bus and go to
the Odeon but they didn’t they used to go to the ABC that’s still, that’s still some sort of
venue now innit?

What the one in Gants Hill?

No the one in, uh, the Ilford High Road used to be the ABC where the police station mmm
did they build a police station on it? No they didn’t it’s some sort of venue, um...
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There is a cinema in Ilford, um, but that’s just before you get to, um, Redbridge Museum and
Archive

Where’s that?

1t’s just off the High Road it’s

Oh that’s as you go down Sunnyside Road

Yeah there’s a big car park

On the left-hand side

And there’s a cinema, I think, is it Cineworld or something?

Is it by the lights as you go round into Green Lane? [Coughs]

I’'m not too sure I just know it’s near, um, Redbridge Museum and Archive

And that’s a new place innit? That was built near the Catholic

It must be new-ish

Church hall, yeah

Um, yeah

‘Cause I quite often go to me sister’s in Dagenham and obviously, I mean I was, I’d come off
on the A406 and know I’d come round, um, just come round, I knew all the back roads so |
used to come round the back roads never go up to, you know, all the way up to char’, Charlie
Brown’s! Barley Lane or anything like that I used to cut round, um, The Drive and everything,
I tried to get me sister to do that she can’t get the hang of the way you go...I remember much
about the cin’, I mean obviously they were bigger chairs, more comfy I thought...like when
you go to any sort of venue thing now innit? A lot of its plastic chair

Why do you thinkt eh Odeon was a bit more posh or a bit more upper class?

It looked grand, it looked more grand and it’s like, I think it’s, um, or it seems like
Wetherspoons take over a lot of the old big cinema I mean maybe they’ve taken over the
ABC now

Yeah the Odeon in Gants Hill is a block of flats now, well it got demolished first

Yeah

Then turned into flats

Tall block innit?
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Mmm
Yeah, yeah why did the cinemas close down?
Just mustn’t have been any demand in the area for them

Videos, VHS I s’pose I mean both my daughters still go cinema...they go, one of them goes
Romford she goes, well we called it pictures not cinema, she goes pictures quite a lot round
the Romford area

1 thought we could maybe talk a bit about your childhood, um, could you maybe just kind of
explain whereabouts it was you grew up and what it was like growing up in that area?

Well I grew up in Stepney it was good, it was good, yeah it was good loads of friends, loads
of cousins, second cousins but a lot of them we didn’t know were cousins at the time and nor
did me dad because he had a, he came from a big family, well his mum and dad only had two
boys but his, um, grandfather had loads of kids so they all had kids, got married had kids I
mean you go to school with them but you don’t realise ‘til you find out their surname that
they’re actually related and me dad, um, he used to work, nah I did, I loved Stepney I mean
on Facebook now I still talk to, um, school friends there was one that was still living in
Maroon Street...and that’s where one of my nan’s lived, um, Digby House off of Maroon
Street just down the road, um

So what sort of things did you get up to then as a kid? Anything round there?

No video games or anything like that, didn’t need them this is what I don’t understand with
the kids, some of the kids these days we used to go, Sunday was a, um, our walk out day like
me David and Gary we used to go for a Sunday walk but had to be back by roast, you know,
dinner time Sunday and we used to go, uh, we called it our walk, we used to go down the, um,
local bakers underneath and buy, they used to sell stale cakes so we used to get them, it
wasn’t open on a Sunday then and we used to get a bag of stale cakes on a Saturday, imagine
what they were like Sunday! But it was our food and they used to cost sixpence and we used
to take them out with us for our adventure out and we’d just go, well we’d just go for long
walks I mean at one point, god as a West Ham supporter [ wouldn’t got here now but we used
to go to Millwall all over that way we used to walk everywhere and then we used to have to
watch the time because of getting back for dinner so we, wherever we went we had to make
sure we had enough time to get back ‘cause we just used to get up get washed, dressed and
then just go for the, these adventures we found adventure playground, it was over Millwall
way somewhere not actually Millwall, can’t remember exactly where it was but it was near
Millwall that we got set upon, told we didn’t belong round there weren’t even a West ham
supporter then, none of us ‘You don’t belong round here, you should be round where you
live!”

How did that end?

[Coughs] Alright because one of them got called in, about four boys, got called in by their
parents [laughs] and me brother offered to share them the cakes, you know, bag of cake and it
was alright but we still went over there but we found different adventure parks then,
adventure park, weren’t really adventure park, like, wooded areas we’d just go round and
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have a look climb trees I was always the one who’d get up in the tree but then too scared to
get down, I climb alright but not get down,

Cats...

I kept looking down, huh?

Cats are the same

Yeah

They can get up the trees but they can’t get down

Very true, no I was like that...I was a coward but I was more of a tomboy, definitely more of
a tomboy I think it’s because of them two, me brothers ‘cause like me sisters were a few
years older than I had one a lot younger, Wendy, she was a lot younger

So youre a lot closer with your brothers?

Yeah, even now one of them will come to the caravan he came to, me sister came to the
caravan, he came here for a weekend...do have a laugh with them, it was his birthday

What else did you get up to as a kid then?
Um, god I gotta think
Were you part of any clubs or?

Yeah, oh yeah, yeah, um, I used to do, I used to go Brownies...in Shandy Street I broke me
arm going, well no I should’ve been going brownies and before I went I went over, like, with
a little girl that lived in, um...Hartford Street in the, the old black and white prefabs [coughs]
and we met and we went over what we called the park and they used to have these [coughs]
trees that they’d made into, it was in the park but they made it so you could, well I dunno if
you really should’ve climbed, well no it was they had to climb on and I climbed on it and we
used to walk along it and slide along it and everything and ‘cause they were sort of like
highly polished things, you know, were meant, put there for a reason but they weren’t like
some of the things they put in adventure parks or climbing parks now and like this in’t they?

Mmm

They weren’t never like this, proper trees, and fell off and broke me arm and I went home and
I said to me mum, like, me arms hurting and, uh

Oh so you didn’t go straight to hospital or anything?

No I, no went home, went home to tell me mum me arm was hurting but I didn’t realise,
when I got home I thought it was just, you know, I’ve, I’ve hurt it probably sprained it or
something and then she went to me, it was swelling up before her eyes that’s how she out it
“Your bloody arms swelling up! And it’s swelling up before me bloody eyes, you need to go
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to hospital’ I went I can’t I’'m going Brownies ‘cause even though I would be off, um,
something wrong I still wanted to go to school I wanted to go Brownies, she said ‘You can’t
go bloody Brownies!” and I went let me go Brownies and I’ll go after and she goes “Yeah it
be too late then’ so I had to go to the hospital and not go to Brownies and I was a bit
disappointed in that but I’d broke me arm went up the, um, the old Jewish hospital think
that’s a private hospital now, Jewish hospital along Stepney Green and I used to go to, uh, the
club there, youth club, Gear House, well me and me brother did he learnt to knit he could knit
better than what I could, they taught us to knit [laughs] and mine used to, all my knitting used
to be loose we was making patches I s’pose then we didn’t really realise what they were for
but everyone was making patches they taught you to knit and his was absolutely perfect, ‘See
I can knit’, but he was a year older than me ‘See I can knit better than you’ yeah I’ll tell all
your friends that you can knit he wouldn’t’ve liked that, he didn’t like that, you speak me up

What else did you do at Brownies?
Huh?

What else did you do at Brownies?
Um, at Brownies?

Yeah

Oh we done all our, um, get all our badges, you know, learnt how to do housework, went
round the XXXX then and we went round to the vicar’s house and I was shown how to wash
up so I had to wash up round the vicar’s, vicar’s house, rectory, rectory it was in, just next
door to the, uh, church hall in Shandy Street I was quite proud of that ‘cause I, at home it was
mainly the older ones doing the washing, helping mum and dad with the washing up and
everything

Were you part of any other clubs as a kid?

No just Gear House and the ABC minors club...I was a minor of the ABC, I still know the
song now I sang it to you the other day didn’t I?

Yeah

Can’t forget things like that can ya? [ mean we done clubs we went for walks we climbed
trees we went over parks and then you was allowed to go out on your own, you know, there
was no worries

Mmm

There was, didn’t see many of these abductions there was one and it still sticks in my mind
now girl that died in Stepney, Kim Roberts...she disappeared and then that’s when it started
where, where we were, um, had to g out in pairs mind you most of us did ‘cause I mean there
was a lot of us so we did go out in pairs... specially at night mum hated Sundays so did I and
I still do because it’s quiet time of the day and I used to think, like, when I was a bit younger
that any kids that went missing that was the time of day they used to go
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Mmm

But that Kim Roberts stuck with me for years
Was that resolved?

Uh?

Was that resolved at all? What happened?

No...few years ago, no my dad, my dad was saying ‘cause, like, he used to play darts in the,
for the local pub team so did me mum, um, she had a song an’ all about the, the darts team
but no it wasn’t me dad said, like, all the men were interviewed several times around because
[ didn’t even realise where she actually lived ‘cause I didn’t know it but it was round by The
Ship pub and me dad used to go in there but it was never resolved no years later, um, few
years ago someone, um, had a drink and confessed to his son that he’d murdered this girl and
this bloke went, his son went to police station because in the morning he thought he’d speak
to him about it in the morning because he didn’t know anything about it he’s only in his
thirties he wouldn’t know anything about it anyway to me he probably wun’t, I don’t think he
was even born when it happened and, uh, he went to, the following day he asked his dad what
he’s talking about and the dad denied everything but he went to the police station and they
took his dad in but the DNA was, any DNA they’d got had disintegrated and couldn’t prove it
was him but they always said at the time, and my dad kept on about that, they reckoned it was
a lorry driver because, I mean even [‘ve met lorry drivers that used to spend the night in
Stepney when they were travelling, um, when I was in Lincolnshire and some of them knew
about it I mean one of ‘em he’s Irish guy he said I asked him about it and he went “I
remember that interviewed me four times!” and I went did they? And he went “Yeah!” and it
was him that told me that there’d been something about it so I looked it up on the web to find
out about it and he said “Yeah they pulled some bloke in turned out it was a lorry driver this
guy” but he denied it and didn’t have the DNA but he upset his son ‘cause he was telling him
things and then he went, um, it just seemed a bit weird so he went to the police, the son went
to the police station to find out and yeah there was, how him and his son got on, lived
Southend way dunno where he was living at the time

1, just talking about your childhood there before as well, um, what did you do for fun when
you were at home?

Play games and read I used to read a lot
What games did you play?

Um, well when we was down in the yard, we had a yard, boys used to play football and I was
always the goalie ‘cause I couldn’t play football I was always stuck as the goalie and we used
to do skipping and everything I used to love skipping and we used to have the, um, tie up all
the elastic bands and do all the French skipping, French and we used to have the elastic bands,
the French skipping was the elastic bands round, uh, two of you, you have them round your
legs but you do it with your fingers now, a lot of them do it with their fingers but we used to
do it with our leg quite good, played two balls up the wall I showed you that the other day
didn’t I? Weren’t so, weren’t, not so good at it now I could never juggle though I tried I used
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to have a lot of friends that used to juggle but I couldn’t juggle I could do two balls in one
hand but that was it I couldn’t do any fur’, more than that and played run outs...we played
knock down ginger and I got caught all the time, oh it’s be me they’d get we used to try and
make it that it was the younger brother but he never got caught he used to run faster than me,
we used to do penny for the guy November [unclear] yeah we used to dress, dress up, um,
mainly me brother that was making it he was more artistic than me then used to dress up an
old, get old clothes stuff ‘em with newspaper but everyone liked our guy he was really good
we made our own mask for it we didn’t go buy one in the shop we made our own one, used to
go carol singing in all that’s how we used to buy each other presents at Christmas ‘cause we,
like, your mum and dad gave you pocket money but it’s not a lot and you wanted to buy each
other presents...used to go Sunday School...I remember once at this church I was at, um,
secondary school and, only just, and they were digging up in front of the church and right in
front of the church, uh, St Dunstan’s Church, um, right in front of the doorway and we asked
the man, the builders, what they were doing, what they were digging for? And they told, they
put a barrier up and said, not a barrier it was more a line then weren’t what they call barrier
now all the plastic crap and everything it was just a line really “You’re not supposed to come
here” and I’'m sure they done it to frighten the life out of us ‘cause we were saying well
what’s down there then are there dead bodies? ‘Cause it was graveyard either side so
obviously we were thinking years ago there must’ve buried ‘em in front and you covered it
over, you know, over the years and he said, he said to us “No you gotta stay back ‘cause you
could get the plague” and what? Yeah but you don’t know that when you’re a kid and you
can stop laughing! Why? “Because the people that are down here”, uh, ‘cause there are bo’,
‘cause we were just fascinated there might be skeletons down there so we wanted to see, as
kids you wanna see don’t ya? “No, you gotta stay away because you might get the plague”
why get the plague? “Because the people that are underneath here, the skeletons and the
bones all died of the plague” never know whether they did or not but we did stand well back
but we was always fascinated all the work they were doing there, what they were doing that
did intrigue us found out years later we used to go round, walk round the churchyard and lot
of my dad’s family actually buried there and we were Christened there, I was Christened
there...obviously I don’t remember that still got me baptism thing somewhere, yeah baptised
there...I can’t believe a lot of his relatives got married there like uncles and everything and
he had cousins that, I was looking on, um, ‘cause I do the, uh, ancestry and I was looking for
me dad, what happened was me dad gave me a list of his family what he could remember him
and his mum’s family his dad’s family so I could do the family tree, start doing the family
tree and he gave me a list of, like, an uncle and I couldn’t find this uncle and then eventually I
did find him but I found all the brothers as well, I went do you realise how many brothers?!
“No” well there’s about nine of them altogether no wonder we had a bloody big family but
there was loads in his family we’re in touch with some now... ’cause, um, a lot of people in
Stepney then, um, like certainly on me dad’s side, he did as well, worked for Charrington’s
Brewery oh go on I’'m going off a bit, go on

No talk away it’s fine

Well he used to work for Charrington’s Brewery which is now Sainsbury’s in, uh, Stepney,
Mile End lot of ‘em worked there at one time or another it’s like me fath’, uh, me ex-husband
used to say a lot of his family used to work for Tate and Lyle in Canning Town at one time or
another funny innit? The women did, some of the men did

Used to employ thousands didn’t they Tate and Lyle?
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Yeah and so did Charrington’s years ago when they had all the brew’, they had few breweries
along mile End then I was gutted when I see Sainsbury’s ‘cause it was always a landmark to
me, you know, went to get off the bus Charrington’s you do it by landmarks I went off a bit
‘cause I remembered something else about us kids, what we used to do...you didn’t have any,
uh, cine cameras or anything me mum and dad I don’t think my dad would’ve known what to
do with it [laughs] he weren’t that way minded he was more office minded my dad always
worked in an office but to make ends meet he used to, uh, have two cleaning jobs he had one
in the morning and one in the evening and if we was going on holiday me mum would get a
cleaning job at the P&O along with me oldest sister she used to have her own job me older
sister, had, uh, do a cleaning job paid well as well at the P&O, P&O offices when you, I
dunno you, you really had to save up to go on holiday never went abroad

Whereabouts did you go?

Ramsgate was like another world we used to stay int his big house in Ramsgate and it was a
big house ‘cause me mum, ‘cause we lived in, we lived in, uh, a three bedroomed flat in
Stepney this is what I don’t get know you got these people moaning, you know, there’s five
of ‘em living in an house a three bedroom house well you’re bloody lucky I think the lowest
amount ever was in ours was, let me think...Roy had gone, Roy was married Sandra was
living just down the road so that’s eight...ten in a three bedroom flat it was great I think
that’s why we’re so close we didn’t have a choice the way you slept you didn’t have a choice
I mean me mum’s bedroom always had a double bed a single bed, um, for anyone, any of the
kids that weren’t well and always a cot in there ‘cause mum always seemed to be pregnant all
close together really...twenny one years there were, I think we worked it out, twenny one
years between the eldest and the youngest ‘cause she only used to go a couple of years, the
most was a couple of years before she had another one and no we weren’t Catholic everyone
used to ask me at school if my mum and dad we Cath’, did we have a telly and are we
Catholic? No, no “Why’s your mum and dad got all them children?” dunno they must’ve just
enjoyed sex

[Laughs]

[Laughs] Yeah but you don’t think of that at the time do ya? It was a great time we had fun
we used to find our own amusement I think the, I don’t, I can’t remember, the nearest I got to
anything electronic was having an etch-a-sketch

Didn’t have a radio or anything?

We used to have little radios just little radio indoors never got a TV or...oh don’t wanna talk
about that the sixties, we had black and white thing ITV, BBC1

Do you remember what...?

Were all number nine wunnit? Number nine and number one I think it was or something then
they altered them, actually had ITV written on the Bakelite thing Ba’, whatever they call that
stuff, that brand and then we got a coloured TV not long before we moved...god that haunts

me now that does that first colour TV I broke it mum was

Did you get told off?
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Uh?
Did you get told off?

Yeah mum was trying to hit me and I run behind the TV! And I pushed it, pushed the TV
trying to push her away and I was only young and I pushed the TV four hundred quid they
paid for that TV and I broke it

And this was in the sixties?

Yeah

‘Cause that was a lot of money then
It was!

It’s a lot of money now

I mean compared with what you’re buying for now it was a lot of money and they probably
got it on the rental thing anyway, you know, weekly and what, whatever I dunno probably
bought it from XXXX used to be a place that they used to buy, ‘cause at one time, yeah I
don’t even think it was a rental one that if you know what I mean ‘cause they used to have,
um, everything was slot wunnit? Yeah it was all slot metres

So we 've been talking about your childhood there and we talked about your time at school.
What did you do after you finished school?

My first job?
Yeah

I went down to, I got a job at, um...it was a furniture manufacturers and I was the office
junior I didn’t last too long I didn’t get the sack I just got bored all I was doing was sitting
there it was alright we had a radio on so we could listen to Radio 1 in the mornings until the
boss came in and we had to turn it right down but we used to have it really loud and all I was
doing most of the day, they didn’t seem to be teaching me anything so I spent the whole day,
because they, it was furniture manufacturers but they used to manufacture for the catalogues
as they were all the catalogues then, loads and all the furniture came from there Bethnal
Green it was sit there all day like this stamping the orders as they come in I got bored and my
mum was quite proud I got a job straight away ‘cause I left school on the Friday and got a job
on the Monday and I was quite proud and, uh, um, but I didn’t tell me mum that I, I went
down local agency, um, Reed Employment it was and what was that other one? There was
Girl Friday, they were two agencies I used to use, went in there and got meself another job to
start on the Monday and do you know where it was? I was in heaven Woolworth’s at Aldgate
it, I were there meeting the public do you know what I mean?

Mmm
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It was completely different and I was shy but I had a great time working at Woolworth’s it
was a, one of the best jobs I had, the funniest jobs I had ‘cause your sitting, I, I decided really
office work’s not for me I wanted to do it and I wanted to be a secretary but I couldn’t get the
hang of shorthand anyway but then after, um, after Woolworth’s I went home, oh I gotta tell
you this, I went home and said to me mum ‘cause I thought she’d know that I’'m going to
work later ‘cause I’m starting at, you had to be in at Woolworth’s a quarter to nine but when I
was at, um, Bethnal Green I used to walk so I used to leave about quarter to eight, eight
o’clock and walk up Harbour Street across and everything Christ I wouldn’t do it now I
wouldn’t be able to do it now, um, so I thought I’d better tell her that I’'m not working there
‘cause she’ll wonder why I’m leaving late on the Monday so I said, um, I’'m not working at
so and so anymore and she went “What do you mean you’re not working? What you all
dressed up for? Where you going today?” I went a new job “How’d you get a new job?” I
went for an interview, she done her nut that I hadn’t told her that I’d gone for a new job
so...I’ve gone off again haven’t I?

Yeah
Where was this new job?

Woolworth’s at Aldgate East station. Time of my life I had there and it was the first time I
actually meet, funny enough met, um, a girl that came from Gujarat, we ended up the best of
friends me and her so funny, it’s first like foreign person that I’d actually spoken to really
spoke to, you know, used to have conversations with, laughs with, she was telling me all
about, um, because this boy used to come and meet her from work and I was going who’s that
is that your boyfriend? “No he’s me cousin” Your cousin? He looks a bit friendly, you know,
only seventeen, sixteen seventeen “No he’s me cousin” but years, well not years, months later
kept on at her and turned out it was her boyfriend but what it was she’d come over from, uh,
Gujarati and, um, she’d been sent over here her and her sister by her parents but no-one was
to know about him because he was a lower, he was lower than, um, he was lower than her so
I never did find out whether she did marry him ‘cause once we moved out and everything she
moved out and moved abroad for a couple of years and I never did find out whether she
actually married, he was a nice guy he was a nice guy and he was, you, I mean he used to
walk into meet and you could see he was in love I said look his eyes light up he takes one
look at you and he, his eyes light up! I said that’s why I thought he was never a cousin to
meet for, escort her from work ‘cause a lot of ‘em did, you know, um, they did used to escort
the girls from work but nah he wasn’t es’, he was escorting her from work but he was her
boyfriend, it’s funny we did have laughs me and her, Tara, well that weren’t her name her
name was Niemtara [sp?] but she, at the time I couldn’t get me tongue round Niemtara [sp?],
Niemtara Vadera [sp?] couldn’t get me tongue round it, it was all foreign to me

So what did you do after Woolworth’s?

After Woolworth’s? Um, I worked for Poland’s Insurance Company I thought I was gonna
get the sack from Woolworth’s I used to work on china and glass was a nightmare ‘cause
they had this, I gotta tell you about this ‘cause it’s funny, they used to have, um, like, the gate
lifts and, like, you had to open..the metal door opened and then you used to have to open the
gate and, uh...you had a, a big, um, like wicker basket with all the china and glass in it and |
was always told you come out of the lift you turn right and you go straight down to my
counter but no I always thought I knew best and I used to try and get round, ‘cause you used
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to come out...times I took it this little slops it was only about six foot this slope but the
baskets were quite big and I took this slope a bit too fast com round the corner and me basket
went over and it’s a big basket and I’d hear a crack and I’d hear a shout “Elaine Surridge!”
weren’t me I haven’t done nothing I stand there and I couldn’t laughing they said to me one
day “One of these days were gonna take, take it out your wages” so then I did start going the
long way but it didn’t last long I tried it for a few, oh can’t do that I said I wanna get back to
me counter and make me counter look nice [laughs] but then I worked for, um, Poland’s
Insurance Company secretarial assistant one of me sisters worked there as well...yeah so it
was quite good I was under this guy me boss was Peter Perfect never forgotten that name,
Peter Perfect, he weren’t that perfect that’s what I used to say I’d say that to him as well
‘cause what he used to do he had a secretary and he’d dictate, you know, the letters but with
me he used to scribble things down like, um...a lot of the things were for, like, the BBC then
it was claims for, um, different things on BBC, what had been said on BBC radio and it’s,
you were sending a letter out just a basic letter, yes we’re looking into your claim and I
remember saying to him one day can’t you get some of these, you know they had the printer,
can’t you get some of these printed off then all you gotta do is sign them? Nowadays they do
that don’t they just fill in your name “No you can’t do that it’s not personal! It would not be
personal!” well it would to me, sign your name just save me typing it out writing out the
same thing and of course you couldn’t save anything but in the end I did start doing it
[coughs] I done meself a couple of basic, duplicating machine I done a couple of them ‘cause
if he wasn’t there and he’d leave message to send so and so out well you need to sign it can’t
send it out if you’re not there to sign it so I done a few anyway and put them on his desk.
Mmm dunno where I went after that I had lots of office jobs all over the place, well not that
far Fenchurch Street is as far as, no London Wall done a messenger job in London Wall

You said you worked for Redbridge Council as well?

Yeah nineteen eighty nine, yeah me daughter was, um, he didn’t roll me anything did he? Um,
Ian! Me daughter was, uh...three, four and me mum said that she’d look after the, uh, I’d take
one to school I’ve got, I had the choice of two jobs one working at the hospital, uh, the new
hospital as it was at the time at, um, Newham General as a...nursing assistant or working for
the local council as home, home help and both jobs fitted in with the children at the time, you
know, either being at school ‘cause what it was, was [ was thinking like the older one, the
younger one would be at school soon but the younger one was going to not nursery it was
play school didn’t have the nursery places ‘cause we actually come under Redbridge and not
Newham where we lived it was on the border of Newham and Redbridge right in, uh, Manor
Park what was it? Hornbrook Road it was, uh, whereas Newham had lots of nurseries which
is really good but Redbridge only had three or four at the time and they, I mean Newham
actually said one of the nursery’s [laughs] well we’re basically your postcode is E12 so in
theory she could go to a nursery here I said yeah but it’s the opposite way to me daughter’s,
where me daughter’s going to school innit? But, so I got two jobs now to decide which one to
take and I decided to take the Redbridge one ‘cause it’s something I know, you know, I knew
Ilford I didn’t know, I mean don’t get me wrong I knew East Ham, manor Park and
everything but hadn’t got a clue the area that that hospital was in I mean obviously went
there for the interview and got the job and it was, I thought, the hours were the same but it’s
how long it takes you to get there really and I didn’t drive at the time it would be buses or
trains it was a bit out of the way Newham General

1t’s in Plaistow now isn’t it?

Archive Reference: 2016_esch_ STOS 03



< !OSTSide
ommunity Heritage

The Parish Centre, Cardinal Heenan Centre, 326 High Road, Ilford, IG1 1QP
0208 5533116 / office@ech.org.uk / www.hidden-histories.org.uk

Hmm?
1t’s in Plaistow now?

Yeah, you know, it was out of the way to me Plaistow was a different area [ knew, obviously,
Stepney, Mile End I didn’t know much about, knew a bit about Canning Town and then I
started working at, as a carer, well home help I started as a home help that’s all changed as
well you have to learn a lot of new things for home help...because like basically you was
used to, like, hate to say this but, uh, going to people that had, um, they were white people
and most of ‘em were set in their ways anyway, you know, they, you do things a certain way
because it’s the way they’ve always done it but obviously you have different people, different
races so you got used to what, how they work ‘cause they work different ways, you know,
whereas we, like, oh a lot of the elderly people, white elder people had, um, either wanted a
bath or a shower but a lot of other people didn’t it’s not what they want, not what they were
used to “Oh don’t want that we bath like this” mmm but then you pick up some of the ideas
yourself ‘specially when you have an oper’, when you’ve had an operation or anything and
you wanna get in the shower but you can’t actually stand up in the shower you think I know
so and so taught me that I’ll do that works the same, get the same outcome and about, you
know, you learn, I learnt a lot about different cultures and different foods, diverse food and
everything god that’s amazing...it’s just all different way innit? Of working you have to
adapt don’t ya?

Yeah

And you do adapt it’s easy I mean there was a lot of people who didn’t wanno it’s like when
there was home carers and it came out about AIDS the amount of older, we were carers then
not home help, decided they were packing it in “I’m not dealing with that” well obviously
you need to understand it, why not? And some woman said “Oh you just” when it, when it
first come out it was, even the councils were a bit iffy over it they weren’t sure “No you just
make sure you wear gloves” why should I have to wear gloves? And I remember saying at
this meeting we wear gloves, we all wear gloves anyway you’re supposed to ‘cause cross
contamination and all that, no the amount that gave up work how pathetic is that?

Yeah I suppose people were just apprehensive of something

Yeah they didn’t understand I mean I didn’t understand it I made a point of trying to
understand it...I mean I remember going to a guy in Ilford round the back of, uh, can’t
remember the road anyway you don’t need the road do ya? Opposite where the, uh, god
what’s the name of that place? You go round, you come from the Havelock go round the back?
Anyway he lived round there, off of there he was first one I went to who’d got full-blown
AIDS...and I didn’t know ‘cause they didn’t have to tell ya, anyway [ went round there and
he went, uh, but I’d heard on the grapevine from other people that he had and I thought no it
don’t bother me and I went there introduced meself and he went “You don’t mind coming
here?” and I went why would I mind coming here you told me, well no it don’t bother me he
said “No” he said “It’s just being sensible innit?” and we was, he was telling me about all the
medication he had to take jesus Christ there was lots of it

Yeah
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But he said, like, do you do any of these things, you know, ‘cause he said he wants people to
learn about it and I said do you do any of these, um, like training things he said “Actually I
do” and he said “You might see me at one of yours ‘cause Redbridge said about I could go in
to the workers” and I said god they need it [laughs] but I did meet him after but he, he had, I
mean then he only last about five years but now it’s all different innit?

Yeah you

They live a lot longer now don’t they? And some of them don’t have to have all the drugs
that they had then, jesus miles of drugs god, I mean apart from the HIV and AIDS what was
the drugs doing to ‘em? God

Probably far worse

Yeah

So I thought maybe we could about West Ham?
Mmm

Obviously the project’s on West Ham Football Club, um, how did you first start supporting
West Ham and how did you get into the football?

That’s quite easy really I like football anyway but my brothers [coughs] can I just do
something? Ian! [sound of Elaine walking away] Ian! Roll us a fag [sound of Elaine walking
back] Um me older brother liked football, well not me eldest, me el’, real eldest like rugby
but he was married and lived in, um, Kent, um, David liked football but he was more
interested in girls then, you know, girls came first but I, me mum always liked football me
dad wasn’t that keen so we used to listen to it on the radio used to listen to the England game
and I used to hear about George Best, I fell in love with George Best big time and it made it
all much better when I was in Stepney ‘cause I went to, [ used to do a babysitting job, um,
Ridgewell Road and, um, they were Irish couple and course they were mad on George Best
so they had pictures of George Best all over the place so I fell madly in love with George
Best until there was some sort f football match and I was listening to it on the radio and it was,
um, dunno whether it was Eng’, dunno now what it was whether it was an England game,
Man U and West Ham but listening to, ‘cause me mum was a Man U supporter, well not a
supporter she was a fan like Bobby Charlton and everything so we all went listen about Man
U, Manchester United as we called it then, um, and she, uh, there was this football match and
at the time mum wanted, it must’ve been England ‘cause me mum wanted England to win, it
was England it could’ve been a friendly I don’t know and all I kept hearing is this name
Bobby More and he kept stopping George Best and I thought I need to find out about him
‘cause I was just interested in George Best not, not whether it was Ir’, Northern Ireland or
England it didn’t matter to me

Yeah

Anyway, um, I read up on him and of course they’d won the world cup which I knew about
anyway obviously but it was after that it was about nineteen sixty eight I first see a game and
I thought this guy is brilliant but I dunno whether I fell in love with him or the football but
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either way I’'m a West Ham supporter ‘cause of it that was about sixty eight first game [ went
to was sixty nine didn’t even know I was going ‘cause none of the boys wanted to go with me
and I was so scared of going to this football match ‘cause it was mainly boys and men that
went and [ was shy anyway and [ was scared and I don’t even remember buying a programme
I had no idea

Mmm

That you bought a programme that it was part of it but [ remember going and I remember I
always used to go up the north Bank and I remember we won by a load of goals and it’s only
recently I found out what team it was ‘cause I couldn’t remember kept saying to me daughter
it’s either, um, Manchester City or Coventry I said it was light blue that’s all I can remember
and we won by a lot of goals and we found out it was Coventry and, and see I always said to
me daughters, like, when they were growing up always liked the games with Coventry ‘cause
at the time something like sixties and seventies it was quite exciting there was lots of goals
and that was obviously I didn’t know in the back of me mind it was that one wunnit? God I
remember that on at North Bank...brilliant I come out of there so proud but I was scared as
well ‘cause it was just a big cr’, going in was different I made sure I got there early and I used
to get there, even years later, I still get there early I get there before the gates open they used
to open about half twelve, one, I used to get there early so I could get me spot ‘cause pretty
tiny compared to everyone else and I used to, if I weren’t going with anyone, if [ weren’t
taking me nieces and nephews ‘cause I used to drag me nephews and me younger brothers so
I didn’t go on me own someone to hold me fags as well ‘cause I didn’t go with a handbag or
anything like that just pockets, uh, I forgot what I was gonna say then

What was the atmosphere like?

Terrific out of this world it’s not, since they done the stadium they lost that, they lost a lot of
that it might be because of introducing more kids as well I s’pose, like, family orientated but I
think they seem to have lost it on the chicken run side but that, the last night there was like it
used to be I felt as if I’d stepped back in time and I was at the wrong end ‘cause I was always
at the North Bank but then we got a season ticket and I tried over there and I didn’t like it [
felt as if, like, when I was sitting on that side we was all, like, on the corner on the Bobby
Moore, uh, not Bobby Moore, Trevor Brooking stand I didn’t like it I did not like it at all, no
we’ll go up the other end or the Alpari Stand as it was to get, when we got the season ticket |
still call it Dr Martins

Yeah, do you think that atmosphere’s changed over the years?

It’s not as good...as it was I mean, you know, you get Sullivan and Gold saying, you know,
thirty odd fans at the stadium, you know, thirty five thousand, thirty five thousand full up and
everything but a lot of them we found out recently one of ‘em a bond holder we never see

him this season, or her this season and yet it’s a seat sitting next to where me sister is it’s
empty and we found out it’s bond holder [coughs] and they can’t sell that seat ‘cause it’s
[coughs] a bond holder, is bond holder alive or is he dead? But they sell it to you it’s thirty

five thousand it’s the right amount but no it ain’t ‘cause how many more of them are like that?
I mean he could be dead, or she could be dead but I mean that last game I really did step back
in time
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What was it like?

Absolutely fantastic made you cry made you laugh, made you cry especially that bit with
Bobby Moore’s, well supposed to be Bobby Moore switching off the lights for the final time
oh don’t make me cry now...West Ham’s favourite son

What have been your favourite games over the years?

Been loads of them, been at Wembley but there’s other games that were exciting like against
Coventry, Man City, Man U I used to love Man U games and it weren’t all, um...I think I
liked the Man U games ‘cause of the support of the other side as well ‘cause you get all the
banter don’t you from one end to the other it was a terrific game I mean went to Wembley
seventy, seventy, seventy five, nineteen eighty and then for the play offs but I mean we lived
off, I don’t think, we’d only been in Stepney, uh, Stepney, [lford for three years when they
won the, uh, FA Cup we celebrated for weeks

What was the atmosphere like a Wembley?

Fantastic it was fantastic coming home, trains rocked god they did rock as well we thought
they were coming off the rails

Have you been to both Wembley’s?

Yeah

Yeah, what do you think’s better the old one or the new one?
I prefer the old one I think

Two Towers isn’t it?

Mmm?

Sort of like the two towers, the two pillars

Yeah Twin Towers I thought they were gonna keep them and I don’t like the statue at the
new Wembley it’s too high, too high up make Bobby Moore, don’t et me wrong he was a
giant but he makes, do you know what I mean? I been to Celtic and, I wanted to go to Celtic
and you look at their, uh, bronze statues they’re more, don’t get me wrong they’re bigger but
that one at Wembley of Bobby Moore it’s just too high, you know, you stand, alright perhaps
you’re supposed to stand, perhaps the idea of it stand there and look in amazement but it
needs to be, do you know what I mean?

Mmm

And it’s a long walk round to, it would never, never seem that long going round to the old
Wembley I preferred the old Wembley being at both ends used to go to the England matches
almost broke me neck if you didn’t have, on the benches if we sat, I hate sitting down, I hate
sitting down, at our end we’re at Bobby Moore Lower, uh, Upton Park, Boleyn
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What do you prefer calling it?
Boleyn
The Boleyn or the, or Upton park?

No it’s Boleyn but at the Boleyn I'm on the Bobby Moore Stand we don’t, Bobby Moore
Lower, we don’t sit down we stand up and David Gold promised that there’d be no
change...now you bought your season ticket or when you went to reservation wasn’t it?
When we all went they turned round and said it’s nothing to do with them it’s to do with
whoever owns the thing now and it’s all seater

Health and safety
Made me cry didn’t it? [ was crying
Health and safety

Yeah but that’s health and safety out the window to me sorry, none of us have been injured
there have we? Or I haven’t, well...

So when did you last have your season ticket?
Still got one
Still got one?

Yeah
Is that a home and away?

No I don’t go away if I do go away I get me ticket like loc’, what I call away, um, like local
ones I just get me ticket...I mean before now I’ve been up the wrong end getting a ticket
Arsenal is the best that was when they were arguing though wanted to go to the match and it
was with me brother’s mates, me brother didn’t go it was his mates, um

[Coughs]

I said yeah I’ll come over and we went right we got tickets, we didn’t know what end we was
going at at the time and it turned out we was at the wrong end but there was a load of us all at
the wrong end and do you know what they done? They made us walk along the pitch to our
end course you’re getting all the abuse int ya? And we were getting cheers from the West
Ham, we knew where we were going, could see where we were going, we was getting cheers
from the other end it was funny they had a go at me ‘cause in them days you had your scarves
round your wrist me brother’s mates going to me “Put your scarf away!” No!

Why did you wear it round your wrist?
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Dunno we did showing your colours innit? I did that last xxxx actually well I didn’t have it
round there I had it coming out me pocket like I used to...I was, I stepped back in time I wore
me retro nineteen seventy five, um, West Ham top

All coming back now all the retro and old
Yeah
Vintage, um, tops aren’t they?

Yeah got the eighty as well, got Trevor Brooking one, or is it you that’s got Trevor Brooking?
No it’s me

No it’s you

Got both an I? ‘Cause I went to both games oh gotta get that gotta have them haven’t you?
Has the stadium changed much over the years?

Mmm

‘Cause obviously you used to kind of have standing and now it’s all sitting down now isn’t it?

Yeah except for Bobby Moore got the seats, I bought me seat...oh! I’ve got pick that up in
June, pick up me seat, xxxx seats ‘cause it turned out in the end that me and me sister and me,
my eldest daughter got season tickets so if, if one of us can’t go, ‘cause a couple of seasons
ago, couple of years ago I had cancer so [ was having treatment so I didn’t feel like going
there or anything someone else could use the ticket, like, normally one of our nephews or
daughters one of my nephews or me sisters used to go if they didn’t have season ticket and
we didn’t put ‘em on the thing and try and sell ‘em they used to, um, if I don’t go now they
donate it to cancer charity done it with King Lynn Irons, I belong to Kings Lynn Irons Club
and people that have season ticket, um, if they’re not going ‘cause no, if none of my family
could go at the time or their kids, grandkids, grandkids and all innit? Nowadays, um, they
used to say to Kings Lynn Iron anybody wanna ticket Kings Lynn Irons Club anyone need a
ticket? “How much you want for it?”” Just donations put a donation in cancer not trying to
make big money out of it a lot of it is now terrible

Do you think football’s too commercialised now?

Yeah, oh far too commercialised I mean I hate the programmes the programmes are massive |
mean [ remember years ago you could stick them in the back pocket of your jeans no you
need a bag now to put it in ‘cause if you fold it up then you’ve ruined it that’s if it stays in
your pocket but half the time it doesn’t...in your bag comes out the bag

Did you ever buy a programme from the guy who sells, is it Over Land and Sea?

Couple of times

Yeah
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Yeah I mean sometimes you get them come into the supporters, like, as well that’s early
on...yeah the badge man or the badge men I remember the peanut man I loved that peanut
man, that’s about it in that book about the peanut man used to say he was a West Ham
supporter but when you read the book he was at Tottenham as well but he used to say “No

I’m only at Tottenham when West Ham are away” [laughs] “Get your peanuts! Get your
peanuts!” And to get a programme int eh ground now it was easy before I mean I always been,
always bought it outside unless I was at the front, going down the front at the North Bank, um,
used to get me programme, um, there if [, if [ knew I was going there but in the stadium they
used to come round, um, before the game “Prog’, get your programmes! Get your
programmes!” but now I don’t here them saying it they do come round ‘cause they got a little
crowd you think what’s that crowd doing? It’s only a couple of seasons ago I realised that’s
programmes

Mmm

They’d sell a lot more programmes if they shouted it out I mean the peanut bloke used to go
up and down the stands but then you threw your money down at him and he’d throw the nuts
up to you [laughs] then someone would grab ‘em and pass ‘em back! Funny he didn’t walk
all the way up the North Bank and back again

Who ve been some of your favourite players over the years?

Too many Bobby Moore of course, Billy Bonds, Trevor Brooking oh it’s, it’s just too many
to put in [ mean Harry Rab, um, Harry Rab! Harry Rednap and Frank Lampard I met when I
was in Stepney, um, they were at, um, they were opening part of the east London stadium,
well that’s what they call it now it was St George’s playing field at the time but they were
opening part of that they were guests there and I’ve, that’s when I first met them two tried to
get the autograph, well I did now I’ve had a downer for Harry Rednap since ‘cause he’s in the
car with Frank Lampard and, um, Frank Lampard was part, I got the signature off Harry
Rednap Frank Lampard was driving and he was passing me back the thing, like, me
autograph thing and no! Harry was driving, Harry was driving and he only started putting the
window up! Got me hand caught in the window! And I hated him from that day since, hated
him it was even worse when he became manager [laughs] Frank Lampard oh my god don’t
talk to me about Frank Lampard!

Have you met any other players?

No not really, oh in the east supporters club yeah, um, yeah a few actually yeah I got pictures
can’t remember half of their names one was a black guy not Clive Best he’s the most famous
one, uh, George Parish wunnit?

Yeah George Parish

Yeah...Alan Taylor met him a couple of times now we went to, um, King’s Lynn Irons had
their, it was a Christmas do wunnit? Was it the Christmas do?

Yeah it was

Archive Reference: 2016_esch_ STOS 03



< !OSTSide
ommunity Heritage

The Parish Centre, Cardinal Heenan Centre, 326 High Road, Ilford, IG1 1QP
0208 5533116 / office@ech.org.uk / www.hidden-histories.org.uk

And the guest was Alan Taylor so I got, I finally got my, um, seventy five innit? Programme
signed by Alan Taylor had a chat with him sparrow legs nice guy inee? Really down to earth

Do you think the footballers then were more open to, kind of, the public as they are now?
‘Cause a lot of the footballers seem quite closed off don’t they?

What now?

Yeah

Yeah mmm

Kind of hard to engage with them

Yeah I mean we laugh me and me sister, um, when we first got Andy Carroll you know he
was injured then he came back then he was injured again and they had this, um, thing on at
West Ham, um, I didn’t go I mean me sister was taking, like, her grandchil’, great
grandchildren, weren’t her grandchildren it was great grandchildren, she was gonna take them
‘cause they’re all West Ham mad anyway and she goes “Elaine it was so funny” because she
said “For some reason or another” and my, my niece, nah great niece innit? Um, has got
picture with Andy Carroll and I went that’s a lovely picture with her and Andy Carroll not
that I’'m, I’m not a fan of Andy Carroll’s and so she goes “Yeah so it was quite funny Elaine
‘cause you would’ve laughed” ‘cause she said, they must’ve said to him get out there! You
gotta go out there and meet, meet ‘em as they come in ‘cause she said, because he was getting
a lot of stick at West Ham ‘cause we just call him, uh, sick note or he was he hasn’t done too
bad this season he’s still gotta prove himself to me but she said it was just so comical that he
was out there and when we got in the ground he was coming round chatting I mean she said
“The other players do anyway”, you know, they have a little banter with kids, um, but she
said “It was his job to do it” it was, it was get out there, she said “I think he was told get out
there with the fans and, um, interact with the fans” so he did but it was nice picture she got of
him

So what do you think West Ham means for the area?

Hell of a lot they’re gonna notice it, they’re gonna notice it when it goes it’s gone innit?
They’re gonna miss it the shops are gonna miss it hell of a lot I mean it might be only every
other Saturday but then they did other, other things going on at the ground didn’t they?

So you think it’ll have a large effect on the area?
I think it will
On traders?

I mean the Boleyn pub, um, is running a coach innit? Hundred and fifty pound, I think it’s
hundred and fifty pound so they can keep it the supporters club we thought was closing down,
we thought it would close down ‘cause I said to her last season about, when I was getting me
ticket, um, membership and then I’d lost it, dunno how I lost it, so I asked her for another one
‘cause I wanna keep it and she goes “We’re not actually closing down” I went you’re not?
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And I said to her you still coming here then go to the ground and I’m thinking can you
imagine that lot going to that ground on a Saturday? I think it’s going to be a nightmare if
they do it from the Boleyn ‘cause it’s hard enough when you’re getting out of there

Did you ever go there yourself for a drink or go to Nathan's pie and mash shop as well that’s
just down the road?

Yeah pie and mash shop, fish shop they were main two...and sometimes we was lucky
enough to be able to sit in there if we got there early enough ‘cause sometimes, I mean we got
there really early that last game we got down there about quarter to two, half past one quarter
to two and me sister, me niece, me daughter had, um, taken a half day off work and the
following day off as well because of it and you was surprised how busy it was there it was
very busy

So what do you think of the move to the Stratford stadium then? Is it a good thing is it a bad
thing?

Uh?
Is it a good thing or a bad thing?

Well I still think they could’ve done more at the Boleyn...they could’ve done more...we
could’ve built on the chicken run...I don’t know whether it’s gonna have, yeah they got all
these fans, you know, they’ve sold fifty odd thousand ti’, season tickets but are they
supporters of West Ham or just...how many are corporate and just wanna watch a football
game and aren’t gonna stand there and bring the atmosphere in? That’s what worries me and [
dunno whether they will

Seems to have divided opinion hasn’t it?

Yeah it has

I'’ve interviewed a few people now and it’s kind of fifty fifty really some people are for it
Yeah it’s happened

Some people are against it

You gotta, you gotta go with it ain’t ya? I mean when you think a couple of years ago before
they used to took a, I don’t like East stand ‘cause I think, well more Gold I don’t like Gold I
think

They were local weren’t they?

Mmm? Yeah apparently, um, yeah but I think, I don’t know so much now because Sullivan’s
got over all, more shares ain’t he? But when they were together I think yeah you get us to the
Olympics when it first started and I think that was all rubbish about the, the poll they done

and everything I think it was absolute rubbish ‘cause I, I tried bringing it up with Gold on
Twitter because he done, I mean he got this forum, um, like a supporters, uh, speak on behalf
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of the supporters I tried to get on this everyone I know that tried to get on it that was against
the stadium and their views were well known on Facebook

Yeah

Didn’t get on it all the ones that wanted it, most of them that wanted it were on it and I, the
rows [’d have on Twitter about it and you’re talking to, like, a twenny five year old what do
you know about West Ham? Where’s your history mate? Sorry or even some of the
women...nah but I thought that, I still think when we get there they’re gonna sell us out
Mmm

But apparently they can’t do it for a few years can they?

How did the ticket allocation work?

What for the?

For the season tickets at the Olympic site?

Um...

Were you given something similar to what you had a the Boleyn Ground or?

Well they wanted to put us, no it was on a, it was on like, not corner it’s a bend innit? Where
they wanted to put us was there and I said I’'m not going there done that at Wembley and it
get, when you’re on that bend bit to me it was a bit confusing when [ was trying to watch
England and it was England and Germany because you got both eye shots when you’re
looking at it of the two goals now normally when you stand behind it, when you’re standing
at one end of the goal you can only see one you know what I mean? And I used to get so
confused where the ball was what goal they were actually going for ‘cause in your eye line
you got the two goals I went no I’'m not going there but we ended up paying more, we ended
up upgrading didn’t we? We didn’t know we’d upgraded until we paid for it

Yeah

Didn’t know

How much are the season tickets?

Six hundred aren’t they? But there was a group of us there was eight wun’t there?

Nine

Nine altogether, oh yeah ‘cause we had a

Jackie got a whole row

Sean’s mate didn’t we?
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Yeah but he’s over the other side

Yeah he went to be with his mates didn’t he?

Yeah

His other mates not Sean’s mates Sandra’s mates, nephew!
Nephew yeah

He went over the other side

So do you just get the train to the games now?

Mmm?

Do you get the train?

[ haven’t done ‘cause what I normally do, well it depends on where I am ‘cause I’m not here
all the time I mean I don’t live here I’m here most of the holiday time but I mean it, it would
be ideal living in somewhere like Clapton and you could get, just get the train straight into
Stratford [coughs] otherwise got go [coughs] by car to me daughters or me sister, one of me
sisters stay there over night normally because I can’t do the...like the driving there standing
up watching the game and then drive back otherwise I would but it has, it’s changed

Do you have like a pre-match ritual or anything or?
Used to have
What was it?

Used to have the band and then after that we had the amarettes that couldn’t synchronise,

well in the end they couldn’t synchronise we used to stand there and laugh terrible really innit?
Got the amarettes doing their little thing that’s what I thought was good at the, um, the last
game ‘cause we had the band always thought the band, it was like at Wembley though used to
think the band was gonna end up, used to walk towards the goal and I thought one of these
days one, I was waiting for it for one of ‘em to carry on walking and walk in the goal [laughs]
terrible what you think of innt? You’re just waiting for it to happen I mean we used, when |
used to, I used to go with me nephew [coughs] a lot because, um, I felt out of place on me
own sort of like early sixties, early seventies, like, being a girl and we used to get there early
and so he could see, um, I can’t remember how old he was...only young used to take him
there early and put him over the wall thing and I used to hold him up practically all the game
and he only told me a few months back that all the time he was standing there it was hurting
his stomach and I said well why didn’t you tell me? Then he went “Because I thought you
wouldn’t take me again” [laughs] and he couldn’t see over the wall anyway but he used to
love Trevor Brooking he did it’s, nah it’s just changed so much they’re trying to bring all the
atmosphere back which if, [ mean that last night was absolutely fantastic but I didn’t want it
to be the last night, didn’t want it to be the last night
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1 think it’s just purely a commercial thing that’s the only reason why they 're moving

Don’t get me wrong we need, I mean under Big Sam we was, it was great getting us up there
but then he should’ve been gone and when they renewed his contract I couldn’t believe it |
thought what you doing that for you’re supposed to be going to the Olympics and you’ve got
Sam taking you there I don’t think so! We needed someone before that ‘cause look how,
although we didn’t get what we wanted this season we failed at the last hurdle normal for us
lost to hurdles wunnit? Yeah Stoke and Swansea wunnit?

Swansea yeah

Um...you needed someone to take over that club like Billidge [?] before ‘cause they seemed
to have, how much it’s changed this season to what it was under Sam, the last couple of
seasons under Sam they got, [ mean it looked as if the players were, you know, just on the
pitch I dunno what system he was, I don’t think he knew what system he was playing when
he kept playing Nolan...I mean I, it, when they went down that last time though [gasps] that
was awful ‘cause the last game was against Sunderland we was down anyway, that was it we
was down we were going down anyway it was just the last game and see all the players come
out with their kids and everything, um, which is nice all the kids come on the pitch with their
players but I can’t remember even what the final score was ‘cause I walked out ‘cause there
was, L, it got so bad and I’m not a violent person right? It got that bad, we hadn’t got a season
ticket we didn’t renew season ticket then that season and, um, we’re playing Sunderland and
Carlton Carl didn’t seem as if he wanted to be there, there was no running in his legs, Carlton
Carl to me was brilliant the first couple months of the season then I dunno what used to
happen he used to run and everything and he didn’t seem to, you know, all the balls were
coming up to him and he wasn’t doing anything or mucking it up and I went if he don’t run
for that ball I’'m gonna run on that pitch myself now my brother’s son went “Aunty Elaine
you can’t do that!” and I went that’s the way I feel it’s never got me like this but I wanna get
hold of him and just shake him, not actually hit him shake him and say move your bloody
arse! And, um, I said to my sister if they score again I’'m out of here and they did and I just
walked out but a couple of se’, I’ve never done it before but a few times under Sam [ walked
out it broke my heart and that’s not me normally you get, if they lose I mean they lose
obviously but if they’ve played as hard as they can and they end up losing it’s a good game
right? We might’ve won but when there was no heart in it, you know, just being eleven men
on the pitch just Nolan

What do you see for West Ham’s future?

Big things I hope I do hope...I think after this season we can challenge for other things under
Billedge, have Julian Dicks on board we always wanted Julian Dicks we wanted Dick
anyhow but that’s never a chance of happening we, we actually said none, none of ‘em could
do it on their own we thought we was talking about Decannio, Julian Dicks who else was it?
Someone else wunnit? Can’t remember we reckon that they knew the West Ham way they
could run it between them...Billidge came as a complete shock, but nice shock ‘cause he’s
had the experience an e?

Are you not worried about any of the players leaving?
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A little bit like Payet...oh...but he’s only just signed a contract do you know it was really
weird when he was out, um, was it at the end of? I can’t even remember when it was now he
was out, he was injured, um, and when he came back do you know he was crying when he
came on the pitch, crying his eyes out because we got that song for him and obviously he’d
come back and we hadn’t seen everything of him then we saw more after that didn’t we? His
free kicks, all his free kicks and he was actually crying and then he signed the contract and
now there’s talk of people are after him which is not surprising

People’s heads always get turned
Mmm it’s like Vardy innit? Vardi hadn’t signed a new contract
No he hasn’t

No he’s after a bigger deal but the thing is it could be a one off wonder couldn’t he? He’s
young

A lot of them are...

Not young anymore is he, huh?

A lot of them are they have one great season and then
He’s at the height of his career

Mmm he’s like twenty eight or twenty nine now

Yeah he is

He’s not young

No

So I've got one, one final question for you then is, um, what does West Ham Football Club
mean to you?

The world it’s my church, Boleyn was my church just have to make the other one me church
now it’s my life everything evolves, revolves around West Ham it’s got to an it, it’s in the
blood, veins, it’s in the veins I love ‘em to bits [ mean all me family does me, um, even me
two girls and she’s trying to get, she was asking me the other day about her son, he’s getting
into football he’s only just four and he’s getting into football and she wants to take him, um,
to a proper football game and she said “So there’s no season tickets there is there?” and |
went no and she was asking me how much they are and she went “Oh that’s not bad for a
kid” I said yeah but you won’t get one she was saying “Yeah well I’ll have to start him off at
Wickham”, I think it’s Wickham

Wickham Wonderers

Wickham Wonderers yeah
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Yeah ‘cause the season, she can get one for her and one for him she goes daddy will have to
look after, ‘cause dad, his dad likes football Manchester United

Wrong team

And I keep having to have a go at him because he never goes and I say no you’re just one of
these that live local ain’t ya? ‘Cause we was singing out, ‘cause there’s a lot of, quite a lot of
fans that stayed at the Boleyn didn’t they?

Mmm

And we was singing up our end that they, um, didn’t have to go home [laughs] because they
were, they didn’t have to get on the bus ‘cause they were local, you know, which some of
them probably, there’s quite a lot still there but she’s gonna, um, take him to watch football
‘cause he’s too young really to get into it now in e? You have to be five or six

Do you have any final comments?

I love West Ham! And I, I miss Stepney, it’s busy east London that’s why I have to keep
going, [ moved to Lincolnshire but, um...it’s not my home

Mmm well thank you for being interviewed
[END OF TRANSCRIPT]
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