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So if you wouldn’t mind just telling me your full name, please.

Er, Kevin Jenkins.

Right. And how do you spell Jenkins?

J-E-N-K-I-N-S

Thank you. And your date of birth please.

XX-XX-1958

Right, thank you. So, erm, Kevin, where, where were you born?

Er, Plaistow Maternity Hospital.

Right.

In Canning Town.

Right. And do, do you erm, do… What did you parents do?

Er, my dad was a docker… er, worked in the Royal Docks, er, and my mother… Well, briefly,
well she was, works St Martins Bank, many years ago. But then when I was in my, she was,
she did cleaning and stuff like that.

Right, right. So they were… typical eastenders?
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Oh yeah, yeah. Very much so, yeah.

And do you know anything about your grandparents, where they…?

Yeah, er… My father’s, er, parents, he was a docker, as he was around here at the time, you
know. Worked around the docks. And his Mother was very ill when I was young. She died
when I was two, so, er, so my nan, I only knew nanna very shortly. Er, my, my mother’s, er,
Father, well he died before I was born. He had diabetes. Er, he died shortly before I was born,
but he, he would’ve survived now, if he’d have been now, if you see what I mean, cos,
obviously things have moved on since then, you know. And, er, er, her Mother didn’t work.
She looked after various grandchildren and stuff like that, you know.

Right.

Yeah.

Right. And do you have like an earliest memory of sort of being round their houses, or…?

Er… Yeah I lived in, er, I lived, well, I lived with my nan’s, in my nan’s house for the first
couple of years of my life, before we moved to our first house in Boundary Road, yeah. So I
yeah, sort of memories of, you know, people in and out all the time. Busy. Very busy house.

Right.

There was, er, six children. And their partner, and their partners. You had six children and
partners. Various grandchildren, different ages and stuff like that, you know.

Right.

And, er, various recollections, er… an air raid shelter in the garden, er, er, the guy next door
had chickens, you know sort of thing. You know, she did then sort of… Whereas a lot of
people grew vegetables still, in, in the gardens and that, yeah. Yeah… and there used to be a
rag and bone man on the corner, er, so. Talking about the early, early ‘60s obviously, you
know, er, yeah, er… Yeah, and eventually the house was, er, pulled down and rebuilt…
Partly post-war clearance stuff, you know, yeah. So yeah there’s always something going on
in my, my nan’s house.

Right. And what was the reason you were with your nan, during those early years?

Cos, we, they, they, my Mother and Father lived there as well.

Oh right.

Yeah they lived there as well, so, er, while they saved up to get a house.

Right.

Effectively, yeah.
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Oh right.

Yeah.

And what, er, the docks, what part of the docks did your dad work on?

He worked, he, he, he was basically a docker. So he worked in the, the Royals, which is the,
er, the, the Albert Victoria King George.

Right.

And he was part, he was a, a gang of twelve, and they went all over the docks doing whatever
work was available.

Right.

Er… So he worked for, er, Scruttons, was the company he worked for. Er, and they would, er,
a variety of stuff. So basically he unloaded and loaded ships.

Right.

Er, as a lot of it’s done by hand in those days. So, you know, could be New Zealand lamb
coming in, unloading that, by hand.

Right.

You know. Literally. Er, or it could be, just putting cargo on to the, er, onto the crane, and
coming over. They went down into the hold. They had to take it off the crane, that’s, you
know. Quite dangerous work at times, you know. Er, yeah, so that’s what he did. Er, it was
like, er, piece work.

Right.

So they, you know, got paid by what they did. So it wasn’t like a nine-to-five type situation,
you know. Yeah. So he, he was, er, he wasn’t in the situation where he used to be before that,
where you had to, er, where he was all unregulated. Much more regulated that stage then, but
er... I remember him being on strike and stuff like that in the ‘60s, you know.

Right.

Big dock strikes, yeah.

What was that like, do you…?

Er, some, some of it’s quite hard, you know. Er, yeah, you had the, er… One was a very long
strike, I recall. Probably mid-60s I think it was now. ‘Bout six, seven weeks they was on
strike, yeah. That’s when sometimes the whole country used to come out, you know
Liverpool, the other big ports, you know.



The Parish Centre, Cardinal Heenan Centre, 326 High Road, Ilford, IG1 1QP
0208 5533116 / office@ech.org.uk / www.hidden-histories.org.uk

Archive Reference: 2016_esch_STOS_28

Yeah.

Yeah. But it was a, it was always a big port, you know, the Royals. Thirty-four berths, all full
up, shipped every one, and ships waiting in the middle of the docks to go in as soon as they
come round, you know, came out, yeah? And sort of one of the fastest turn-round records in
the, in the world actually was.

It’s amazing innit.

Turning ships around, you know.

It’s like hard to imagine it now when you go there…

Yeah, you can’t....

Can’t sort of picture it.

No, it was a village. It was like a village, or in a, in the town. It was like everyone knew each
other. Everyone was known by nickname, you know, er, rather than, their, their, their first
names. And they, they even had their own, you know, their just different businesses within
the docks as well. And all surrounding the docks there was always so old right of entry reliant
on the docks, you know.

Right.

So, you know, so there’s twenty-five-, thirty-thousand people down there, er, and it was, you
know, stretches for mi-, you know, see that it still stretches. But it is hard to visualise it now,
now that all the sheds are gone, and…

Yeah.

Very few, few are left now. Some have been preserved. Er, you see the cranes still dotted
around down there, which have sort of been kept as a sort of bit of heritage side of it, yeah.
But it was, it was just a like a town within a town effectively, you know.

And when did he retire from, from that?

Er, well he made, eventually, er, took his, took his money in the end, because, er, in the, the
docks declined, er the rolls declined, and there was a whole issue about containerisation and
stuff. And eventually all the stuff moved down to Tilbury.

Right.

Where he went to a year or so, but he didn’t like it, and he took his, er, they called it
severance then, they used to. And in the end, in the end worked for the council. Was a
gardener for a number of years.

Right.
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Until he retired.

Right.

Yeah.

And do you have any brothers and sisters?

I’ve a sister, yeah.

Right.

Yeah.

Right, so where, where did you grow, where did you go to school?

I went to New City Primary School, er, Plaistow. Which is still there. And then from there I
went, I passed the Eleven Plus. I took the Eleven Plus in my day, and I went to East Ham
Grammar for Boys, er, for two years, but in the third year it became. That’s when
comprehensives happened, and it became Langdon Comprehensive School. Er, so that’s
where I went. And then I stayed on in the sixth form at Langdon Comprehensive School.
Yeah.

Right.

Yeah.

Did you have a favourite subject there, or…?

Er… er, XXXX Grammar.

Yeah, XXXX.

Er, I quite enjoyed history. History, science. Quite enjoyed the sciences and the history and
stuff. Geography, yeah. Yeah, not particularly languages, XXXX you know, but, er, yeah.

And did your sort of parents have any sort of aspirations for you? Did they want, did you,
what did you do after sixth form?

Er [Laughs], that’s interesting really. The, well they, the, they, well, well mother, they was
quite keen that I didn’t end up in the docks, er, which was, er, the way the world ran if you
were in those times you know you obviously you went, quite often you went from… er,
school into the docks XXXX but I, I was sort of, er, when I, er, my, er, when I was in, at age
it was in the transition phase anyway, and it wasn’t like it was previously. But up until then,
you know, its, you know it used to be said you could go down to the docks and get a job with
so-and-so on Monday, and then don’t like that go and get job with so-and-so on Tuesday, cos
you know that type of thing. It’s all heavy industry. Er, but I think their aspirations was that
they… they was… I was lucky in fact that they believed in education, and er, so the, I know
in the, XXXX been in a strange really I was… I guess the idea was I would’ve gone to
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university. I was, was, obviously takin’ A-Levels and stuff like that, but I got involved in, er,
setting up a, a charity called Community Links, when I was sort of seventeen, eighteen. Er, I
was takin’, well I, er, time was takin’ a year or so out to help set that up, but never looked
back really. So forty years on and never went back, so yes, yeah.

So what’s Community Links? What was that?

It’s XXXX as a charity.

Right.

In, er, well its Canning Town there, so. A local charity, Newham based, er, and it runs a
whole variety of, er, different community projects, across the whole age range.

Right.

Across, you know, across the borough. Er, we sort of grew it from two of us, er, and no
money, you know, no building, to, er, er, its height, er… an organisa-, a charitable
organisation, working with probably about thirty-thousand different people a year, four-
hundred stuff, and probably tender a million pounds an hour.

Right.

Er, so we sort of grew it and developed it from there, yeah.

Right. So that’s where you stayed for the, most of the, the…?

Most of the times, yes. In last couple of years I’ve er… I’ve er moved on and set up my own
consultancy, XXXX Community Links, as the life president, and do a variety of other work
around the borough, yeah.

Right.

Yeah. I was also a councillor for twenty-eight years.

Right.

In the borough as well, yeah.

Right. What was that like? How did you sort of get these offices? Stood for election?

Oh yeah, stood for election, yeah. Er, in this area actually.

Right.

This is my area, yeah. That’s back in ’86, yeah.

Right.
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And, er, then won seven elections after that.

Wow!

Yeah.

So you’ve seen a lot of changes or ha-, in this area?

Oh yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah. Amazing changes, yeah. Amazing, amazing changes, yeah.

What do you think is the most sort of significant one?

It’s just the whole, the whole… Well obviously the, the, the decline of the docks area, er, and
the redevelopment of that docks area, is obviously the major once, but, and then si-… more
recently you see the Olympic area, and seeing the infrastructure and that developing, er… in
those areas. And, er, who’s to say if you went down there now you wouldn’t recognise it
from five, even five years ago.

Yeah.

It’s completely changed, now.

Yeah.

Yeah. Er, and Stratford changed around the Olympic time and still changin’. Er, so be it. And
so I mean my, my worry is, is that there’ll be areas of the boroughs that are not, are left. I
mean as you try and share out, you know, the regeneration across all the areas really.

Yes.

Make sure everyone gets a bit of the cake, you know?

Yes. Yeah.

Er, local people can access it, in part, a lot of work I’ve done is about trying to ensure local
people can access the opportunities of the regeneration. Cos it hasn’t happened that much in
the past, you know. But when Community Links first started we was regenerating the
borough then. London Docklands Development Corporation it was called in those days. Er,
and still Newham’s very high in the poverty st-, you know, high levels of poverty and stuff,
you know. I mean probably is, the borough’s infrastructure has been developed. You know
you have, you know, the biggest exhibition centre in the world, you’re an airport and rest of it.
Stuff you probably wouldn’t have dreamt of fifteen, twenty years ago. Er, but there’s still that
high levels of poverty, cos the people haven’t regenerated with it, if you see what I mean.

Yeah.
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You know, they, they haven’t been able to access those opportunities, er, unfortunately, and I
it’s important that the area regenerates with the people, and they’re involved in that
regeneration and shaping it, and actually accessing the opportunities there. Which is actually
more now, I must admit, you know, it’s changing, but it’s still got a long way to go. Yes, to
turn that around, you know.

So, erm, where did you meet your, your wife? Do you…

Er, I met her, er, back in, er, through the work I was doing.

Right.

Yeah, yeah.

Right.

Yeah. back in Beckton, yeah.

Right. And what does she do? Does she still…?

She’s a, er… children and young people’s worker. On special… particularly with kids with
special needs.

Right.

Disabilities, yeah.

Right. And you, do you have children? You have…

Four, yeah.

Right.

Four, yeah.

And are they all sort of local as well, do they…?

Yes, er, two are still here, er, one’s over, well moved, well one’s moved out to Harlow, and
one’s in, er, Romford.

Right.

Yeah.

Right. And what do they do?

Er, the youngest is a university, er… The second young-, the lad who’s next youngest works
at Network Rail, er, doing the electrical cabling and stuff, electric, er, electrical XXXX
Network Rail. And the next one up is, er, works in schools, teaching assistant, training to be a
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teacher. And the eldest one has not been well for a couple of years now, so. She used to work
in health, ironically.

Right.

But she, at the moment she’s so, she’s er, she’s XXXX retired by health, because of her
condition, but she’s set up a, er, she’s got a, set up a virtual business that she runs, er…
Administering and support in, er, organisations, yeah.

Right (1:14:26)

Yeah she, er, that’s what they do, yeah.

Right. Ok. So, erm, if… Thinking about West Ham [Laughs] erm, what, erm, what is your sort
of earliest memory of, of, of the team?

Er, well, I go back… my seventh birthday present was to go to West Ham.

Seventh?

Seventh, yeah, seventh, so I’ve been going fifty-one years.

Oh! [Laughs]

Yeah, so yeah. Yeah. First game I saw was Everton at home, where we lost 3-2, er… so yeah,
I, where I lived in Boundary Road, er… In the Boleyn. I literally was about, I lived about
four-hundred metres from the grounds, from the age of two to about fifteen, sixteen, you
know. So it was quite close for there. Er, so obviously I have memories of the grounds and
that, how nice… So my first memories of, of, of the team in the ‘60s, er you know I
remember seeing them bring back the cup in ’64, er, standing up outside Bert Whistle’s, er,
Fish Shop on the Barking Road when they went past in the open coach and stuff, with my
father. We were both there. Er, yeah obviously the… the, the, you know the… Some of the
games I can remember back in those days: when we beat Leeds 7-0, Bolton 7-2 and stuff,
er… The team, you know, in the ‘60s was the… probably one of the best West ham teams
ever. It was clearly built around Bobby Moore, you know, so, so obviously… Yeah Hurst,
Peters, you know, but yeah, you know… the whole team had a good set of players there, and,
er… Alan Sealey… Johnny Byrne, people like who have not as well-known now outside of
West Ham, but, but were good players in their day. Johnny Sissons, er… Ken Brown, John
Parner, John Jim, and Jim Standen made a good, you know, good defence, solid defence, and
stuff, you know. So yeah, so lots of recollections of that and also going and collecting all the
grass at the ground ever since I was about seven, eight. Use to spend school holidays up there
collecting all the grass from the players. Cos though, although they trained at Chadwell Heath
in those days if they was injured they would be at the ground. They would have their
treatment at the ground. And then every Friday, I think it’s sort of before the match, they
would all come to the ground, er… for whatever rea-, doing their training, for whatever
reasons and get selections I suppose, you know. So we used to spend hours out there waiting
for them to come and get their autographs and stuff like that. Er, and then in those days you
used to be able to go to reserves games. Went quite a lot of the reserves as well, which was
also at the grounds, er, which’re half price as well, so XXXX cheap, you know. Even though,
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when I first went a, a seat was eight, eleven shillings. Er, eight shillings, sorry. Eight shillings.
Er, our, or two-and-six. That’s down behind the goal. You know, it’s now, my current seat is
about fifty-odd quid [Laughs], you know, so, you know.

So where, where, where… Did, do you always sit in the same place at the ground? Had you
always sat at the same…?

Er, I’ve, I’ve been, well, I’ve stood and sat in all, all, all round the ground really, er… My
younger days I used to, often in the north bank or the south bank, which was behind the goal,
er… er… When eventually I got a season ticket it’s always been mainly in the west side, the
west side, er, which is the Green Street side.

Right.

Yeah. Mainly in there, yeah.

And do you get a choice about where, where you sit? I mean is there, or do you, is it…?

Er, you did. Yeah, you did in those days, er… XXXX they just usually stuck to it though, you
know. So yeah, so…Mainly the west side I was in. Yeah.

Right.

Yeah.

So what would be your s-, say like the most memorable match that you’ve seen at the ground?

Er… I’ve seen lots really to be honest, you know, and they’re all for different reasons, you
know, but I guess the, the one that sticks very much is, is when we… Eintracht Frankfurt in
the European Cup Winner’s Cup, which is, a lot of people say that’s the, the best ever game
at West Ham, really, er, for the atmosphere, and the fact that we had to come from behind,
because it’s a two leg and we’d lost the first leg. We had to come back and win, which we did.
Er, and that’s a night where West Ham, the whole, literally the whole stadium seemed to rock,
you know. It’s a night game as well, which is lot more atmospheric and stuff, you know. So
that’s, you know, that’s a memor-, well a good outcome, you know. I also remember, like
when we played Dinamo Tbilisi in the cup, which was, in fact was a Russian international
team XXXX. They were awesome. West Ham didn’t touch the ball, literally for the whole
game, and even though we lost, er, it, it was just an experience seeing that sort of football.
But then again mind we went out back out to Russia for a second leg and we beat them
somehow. God knows how, cos really you know. Anyway. But, er, yeah so, er, yeah. So yeah,
then obviously I was, you know you’ve seen other games and like you always remember you
first game, you know. Er, then you see like when we beat Leeds 7-0 in those, you know, in
the, in there’s a cup match and stuff, and then Bolton 7-2. Er, and we XXXX Sunderland 8-0.
We beat Sunderland 8-0, you know. So you remember a lot of those games, you know. Or
XXXX but then, you know, when league cup semi-finals where Geoff Hurst took a penalty to
get us to Wembley but Gordon Banks saved it, you know. You remember those, sort of, er
match, er and then, er… Remember hanging around, er, Hereford in the cup. Where was it? It
was, cos it was… In those days it’s time of the power cuts and stuff, so it had to be played in
the afternoon, and loads, loads of people were obviously youngsters like myself and that, we
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didn’t you know get off school at afternoon to go… And it’s forty-two-thousand people there
for an afternoon game, mid-week, you know to watch the Hereford, you know, Hereford, we,
er… Cos Hereford was non-league at the time, and we actually beat them, but there’s you
know, cos West Ham don’t have a particularly good record against non-league clubs over the
years, er yeah… So you know, you know I’m perhaps quite an experienced… During the
daytime forty-two-thousand people. Cos the, the capacity used to be forty-two-thousand, er,
and then it went down cos of the, the different regulations and stuff, you know. Yeah. So all
sorts of stuff like that, yes, yeah. But it’s always been part of the sort of, you know, it’s all
been part of your life round here really, you know. West Ham and the stadium, the ground.
Few hundred metres from the ground, er... I was always going to be a West Ham supporter.

That must’ve been quite extraordinary living so close to the ground…

Yeah, you can hear, literally hear the crowd from where, when, if I, if you… You could hear
the crowd in my house, you know. So you can hear when West Ham scored. You can the
road, you know. You knew, and you knew when West Ham, someone had scored against
them, when that, cos… deadly quiet and stuff, and you had a small brow from the away
supporters, you know. Yeah.

And the atmosphere on Green Street during sort of like match days, can you sort of describe
that a bit, what…?

Er… in the main it was very jovial, very happy, you know. People’ve got their rituals, all the
different rituals, you know, you’ve got Ken’s Caff, you know… part of West Ham. The
Boleyn Pub, you know, er... And then you’ve got the, the various hot dog stalls and that down
the way, you know. The programme sellers that, the guys who sell the older programmes, the
previous programmes have their stalls along Green Street. So it’s all part, all part of the, you
know, process, really. All part of the, it’s all part of the day. I mean you see it build up
gradually as well. You can see people start arriving from ten, eleven o’clock and then more
and more people gradually arrive and... Everyone’s got their little ritual. Some go in the
Boleyn, some go in the Central, others get their pie and mash from Nathan’s, you know, er…

Did you have a ritual? Do you…?

Well actually I don’t really cos I live like so close, you know, so even when I moved, Yeah I
never, I never, this, this in fact where we are here is, is the furthest I’ve ever lived from the
ground, actually, the last fifty years. Cos… well I lived in Boundary Road, and then when we
went, lived, moved in, moved to Eustace Road, which was ‘bout four-, five-hundred yards
that way, so it’s a bit nearer the ground than here, you know so but yeah. So yeah I, literally I
could, I can leave here at half two and be there at five to three, you know what I mean. In the
seat by five to three. So really I didn’t have that sort of early sort of ritual. I had the, you
know, from, for a number of years when I was a lot younger the ritual after the game used to
be come out the game and then go in the ‘ammer’s pub, er, for the evening, and then go for a
curry or something afterwards, you know.

Right.

Yeah, yeah, we had a group of friends, you know, who we used to go with and that, and er,
we used to… So we went to away games. I’ve been to away games as well.
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Which ones did you…?

We usually XXXX going to the cup games. Cos obviously it’s money. You aint got a lot of
money in those days when young and stuff. So quite often used to follow ‘em in the cup, you
know, and so that’s a… Yeah interesting away games, like, er, we went to Old Trafford a
couple of times, in the cup there and that, you know, Birmingham. So I was at, I was at
Birmingham the day when the whole thing erupted and the crowd went mad and started
throwing bricks and stuff and all that sort of thing, you know. Not that I threw any bricks and
stuff, you know [Laughs]

No I was going to say I ha-, I mean when you see stuff like that I mean what, what do you…?

It’s, it’s not good. It’s not good for the club, it’s just, it just drags the club’s name down, you
know. It’s not the way to demonstrate your anger or your, why you’re a bit upset by it, you
know. You know. So yeah, so it’s, it’s not good, er… Yeah, er, throughout the time it did…
so I, I… I s-, you know, I worked myself… I was a football supporter during it, the peak
period of violence and stuff and, you know obviously West Ham would, always had a
reputation for being, having the Inter City Firm and that type of thing, you know, er. Er…

Did you know anyone who belonged to that?

I’ve known, from my job, I’ve known kids who’ve been involved with it, and, you kn-, and
adults really, you know… It weren’t just assumed it was youngsters but it was also sort of
people in their thirties and forties were involved in it as well, you know, er, very much so.
Say I know of people who’ve been in it and that, you know, and, er, I think they still sort of
have a reunion I believe. I’m not sure. I think they do, you know. A lot of focus around them
like the Britannia pub for example in Plaistow was a place that they, was known to be that’s
where the ICF met and that, you know, er…. Er, yeah. And obviously there’s been books
written about it as well, hasn’t there, you know.

Yeah.

Yeah… Couple of ring leaders. Can’t remember what his name now, but I think they got
someone there actually… about it, you know. So it’s all a bit, you know, yeah…

Do you think there’s something particular about West Ham fans? Do you think they’re in,
that they’re…?

I think they’re, I think we’re loyal. And that we’re… and we’re, we believe in football, and
we do believe in… I mean like football being played as football, you know… That game. Cos
you know, why else? We don’t, you know we don’t, we fight on some stuff. We haven’t won
that much over the years. Er, and we’ve had lots of upsets and downs, so its gotta be in your
blood really, to be a West Ham supporter, you know, er… And I think we appreciate good
football. We appreciate what’s good, everything that’s good about football. I mean, you know,
we want, sort of you know we’re in, we’re in it for that. We’re not in it just cos we to win it,
win it all the time. That’s al-, that’s always very nice. And course the ultimate dream is that
we win the, the premiership in [Laughs]… Leicester proved it could be done last year, so,
you know, so it’s the West Ham way really.
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Do you think… How do you cope with sort of disappointment with the…?

Er you [Laughs]…

[Laughs]

Er, well you get used to it in a way [Laughs]… You think back in the ‘60s, although we won
the FA Cup, and we won the European Cup Winner’s Cup, you know all that sort of stuff in
that, makes it… For the team we had that was, we was underachieving even then, you know.
It’s always been the thing about West Ham they, they tend to underachieve, and I dunno what
it is and that… It’s like it’s hard to explain really but, you know like, the ethos you know or
the attitude of Man Utd, those other teams, is it, you know, they… there’s this different sort
of attitude really, you know, and er, its, er you never, you never know where you are with
West Ham, put it that way. You know, erm, you know that’s er, in today’s you know, as far
as in today’s game we, er, you’ve got all the money and everything like that, you know,
we’re no, we’re not in that super league, er, but then again we’re not in the bottom league,
you know. We’re sort of midway to there. And I think, you know, we’re on track really to try
and improve. But see it’s about, it’s about, er, how can I say? A sense of belonging I guess.
It’s about, er… if you’re born round here then, in the main, you’re a West Ham supporter.
Maybe not so much now, kids now, but certainly in my, when I was younger you used, you
know. And, er, quite a lot of fan base West Ham shift towards Essex, you know. There’s a
big shift and er… It’s interesting that’s where the new stadium. I mean although people say,
‘Oh its, its inaccessible’ and stuff like that, for Essex it’s quite accessible. Probably more than
Upton Park was, you know, er… So yeah, so I think it’s, you’ve, so I think you appreciate
good football, er, you appreciate the traditions and that of West Ham, er…

What are the sort of traditions that sort of…?

Well, well you know we try to play football, I think. We do always try to play football, er…
You know, we’re, we’re still very much an East End club, er… We’ve still got our academy,
we still bring players forward, er… Again not as much as they used to but certainly over the
last twenty, twenty-five, thirty years we’re probably one of the most successful academies
bringing on local youngsters, er, giving them that chance to, to go forward. I think it’s quite
important to keep that, that sort of roots of the community, and things like that you know,
er… So yeah it’s just, just West Ham, you know.

Do you think the club will… well… well when you heard the club was gonna move what was
your sort of initial feelings?

Er… my heart said no, my head said yes, er… And I still… it was, unfort-… Upton Park
always, will always be the spiritual home of West Ham, I think. You know I’ve been there,
it’s been there for a hundred years and a bit, er… That’s why I think that, for example, the
statue stays there, you know. I’m a very firm believer that the statue should stay where it is,
cos that’s where the players were, and that’s where it happened. And to transport it to
Stratford is wrong, in my opinion. Er, and there will be some sort of memorial sort of thing
there anyway, I know on this new development estate or whatever they’re going to call it,
from what I’ve seen of it, but er, yeah. But I think it was, it was getting dangerous really. You
couldn’t expand it any more where it was, the stadium if you wanted to get more people and
get a bigger fan-base and generate more income, that sort of stuff. I think it, reached a sta-…
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We couldn’t really do it there anymore. In fact in some, in some ways it was dangerous on
occasions when there’s all leave, you know when everyone leaves at the same time and that,
you know. Er… And this… Newham, you know, Newham comes to a stand-still [Laughs]
virtually every other week, you know. So, but, heart says it’s great to be there, you know the
atmosphere, and you know you’ve sort of grown up there and all the rest of it, and that’s
where the best players have been, you know, that’s where, you know linger on. Going to the
other stadium, which is more, it’s a bit like going to Wembley actually to be honest, every
week. Although it’s got West ham up there in there it’s not our stadium. But we are a tenant,
er and you know it’s not as if, it’s like and, it’s a bit, it is very like going to Wembley where
you know cos of… it’s the vastness of it. Have you been to the stadium?

No, no, well no I haven’t actually.

Yeah.

No, no.

It’s vast actually.

Yeah.

Compared to, you know, Upton park, you know.

Yeah.

You know that little space there, you go there now it’s just, it’s just, it’s just vast. And
although that you know the atmosphere probably will develop and that type of thing, I don’t
think you can ever, you’re never going to replace what the Boleyn ground was in the, an
evening game in the Boleyn Ground. I don’t think you’ll ever get that back again. Er, so
that’s why the heart says you know, but really, realistically, we want to move on as a football
club, move on to compete. You know I’m not saying win, but just to compete in that, in that,
that league then it’s got to be good for the club, you know. It’s got to be good for the club, er
and I think it’s important that we try and hang on those traditions that are still there, you
know. Er, and that, we’ll say how that… Time will tell if they do that or not.

Do you think it’s gonna change the club?

Well I think it’s, that’s up to the club. It can do, er… But, er, although change, some change
will be inevitable really you know just saying but if the club do want to you know continue
some traditions, making sure they consult with the fans and, you know, then there shouldn’t
be no reason why it shouldn’t change that much.

Right

In that sense.

And did you go to the matches at the end of the stadium’s sort of life?

Yeah. yeah, yeah.
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What was that like?

Oh, sad, and... Very sad in some ways you know, sort of ending, er, and moving on, and then
I guess it becomes more and more this is it, it ain't you know. You talk about it for a while
and then it went on for a couple of years, didn’t it, that sort of stuff, and then it all happened
you know, so… so I bought my seat. I had my seat, and I got my, what I sat on all those years.
I’ve got that.

Right. The seat? The actual seat?

Yeah, I got that, yeah. What I sat on, yeah. And I’ve got me piece of turf. [Laughs]

Did you have to pay for the turf or did you just dig it up?[Laughs]

No, this was a proper thing. You couldn’t just dig it up. They grew it. You had to pay for the
seat as well, you know… Yeah, you think, ‘I only spent all my money on it over the years,
they might let me have it’, but yeah, fifty quid they charged us, you know?

[Laughs]

But er yeah so yeah, its, er… But obviously clearly the, the West ham of today is much more
business focussed than it has been in the past. I think that’s due to obviously the people run it
now, you know, er… And you know to be fair to them they have, you know, they reached
fifty-odd-thousand, fifty-four-thousand people going to most of the games at the, at the
London stadium, you know. And that generates much more revenue than that before. And
obviously we negotiated a good deal [Laughs]… Won’t go into the details of that one really,
but you know the… with, with, with the, er, LLDC on, on the stadium, er… and they’re
hoping to attract, you know, bigger, better players. And they’ll have a better team as a result,
you know, in the future. But I mean, it’s important that they hang onto the roots and still have
the academy, which they do have, to bring in those, the youngsters through and give them,
you know, the youngsters hope. And they have their foundation locally, you know. The West
Ham Foundation does good work locally. So we’re thinking hang on to those traditions, and
those points, and there’s a chance it’ll continue, you know.

And the area, I mean, how… I mean the area’s just not going to be the same. Like there’s
places like Ken’s Caff, and Nathan’s…

Yeah I guess most of that, I think most of that will close inevitably I think, yeah. Which is
sad again, you know, er… But it may, it may survive, I don’t know. I, I can’t, well I think
some of the key pubs the way they’ve been converted, or gonna be converted, or you know, I
think the Central’s gonna become a hotel, for example. Then down by Plaistow I think the
Victoria pub there, which is another sort of well-known West ham haunt, haunt, was er, that’s
going to become flats or something, I think, you know. I think the Boleyn clings on. I’m not
sure how it can survive. Ken’s Caff only really opened for, er, match days. Yeah and I think
it’s sort, er… that’s what really kept it going. I don’t think it, you know, during the week, you
know, when, in more recent years. So I guess that will go.

Did you know them in there?
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I know, yeah I knew Ken’s Caff, yeah. Yeah I do, yeah. Because then you’ve got the pie and
mash. Although they say they’re gonna continue. But it seems to me there’s already… To me
they only seem to be busy… on match days, Nathan’s Pie and Mash Shop, the Barking Road,
you know, and that, you know, er... So yeah and of course there’s also and also the ‘ot dog
people and the programme seller, you know that sort of thing, you know. Cos ain't nowhere
over the, the new stadium where they can go, you now, it’s all corporate stuff, you know. So I
guess some of ‘em may just be a thing of the past now. It’s a shame, I think. Shame…

And then the new seats, do you sit with the same people that you sat with?

No, no.

Right.

No, no. No. No, they, they, you could’ve chose, there were group, you could get with group
of if you, you, you know, if you wanted to, sort of thing. But they’re, you know, it, its all
changed dramatically, you know, all around. There’s lots of, obviously, lot of new people as
well, er… and obviously, you know, the, the recent problems are well documented about it,
you know, so it is… Probably it’s always… Problem is you still a long way away, I think, but
we would, we’ve always been used to being on top of the, the, the, there, but you are even
here, you know, er… you’re still some way away from it, you know.

Right.

Yeah.

And the first game that you went to see at the new stadium, what was, what was that one?

So, I, I’ve not seen a game at the new stadium…

Right.

…Cos my son’s got… we’re going to share a ticket…

Right.

…Yeah. I’ve probably… For me it’s too far to walk you see.

Right.

You know, I mean my legs and that, so yeah. I’ve been to the new stadium. It’s vast now.
And I’ve been to the shop there and stuff, you know. But er, yeah, so I haven’t actually been
there to actually see it yet, er, but er… From what, from what my, my lad tells me it’s
different, you know. Everyone tells you it’s different anyway you know.

Yeah.

And it’s… but again it’s what you make, isn’t it, you know, don’t... I think it’s a bit early to
say at the moment, you know. There’s only been half a dozen, not even ten games really, you
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know, there yet. And we’ll see how it goes, you know. You know, er… We’re not going back
again so [Laughs] you know. And I think we’ve got a ninety, ninety-nine year agreement,
haven’t they. Ninety-nine years? So I certainly won’t be around to see the end of that, you
know so [Laughs] you know, er. But yeah, but, er, yeah but, I mean West ham has always
have a, always been part of this area and always got, has an influence in this area, you know.
Er…

Do, do you think… that sort of taking it that bit further away, that the influence will wane?

I think it won’t be seen so much as part of the community, cos it isn’t in the community in a
sense, you see what I mean? It’s out there, er… And whereas that was West ham Stadium,
this is the London Stadium. Whether we like it or not it’s going to be the London Stadium,
and it’s gonna have pop concerts at it, and it’s gonna have international rugby games that’s it,
and it, it athletics of course has just been orderd, wherever they kept the track and all the seats,
and seats, and that sort of stuff, er… So I think, although the team and that may be seen as,
you know, West Ham, you know, I think it’ll be much harder for it to be seen as part of the
community as much as it has been in the past, yeah.

Right.

I think very much so, yeah.

And do you think the, the fans have changed over the years?

Yes, yes. Certain the er… Yes it’s certain the majority of fans don’t live in the area anymore.
They come into the area. Maybe that will be continue to be part of the… the way, er… I don’t
think West Ham has broken into the Asian community or the immediate community about as
much as they would’ve wanted to, or liked to. That may be something that comes to the
future, you know.

Do you think there’s ways they could do that?

Well it’s, it’s about having programmes in schools and that type of stuff, you know, and er,
focus projects that try and bring the people, and groups, and individuals into, in, in, in, into
the club, and so on, you know. Er, yeah, so I think it is, is got to be a concerted effort, you
know. Er, so I think at the moment there’s certainly a majority of people coming in from
Essex, travel from Essex, er, although they’ve XXXX of their fanbase, but obviously you
know, yeah… but er, they are. Er… I think…

And the people from Essex are people who were…

Some have moved out to Essex but others have just like that’s… Cos there ain't no club in
Essex, obviously, you know. Nearest football club is out in, er… Well, any sort of clubs you
know, like, er, football club in the sense of the Champions’ League or something like that, or
Premiership that’s sort… Ipswich, Norwich out that way so its further out. You know you
Colchester, haven’t you, in Essex, and that’s, sort of like lower league teams, that sort of
thing. So the only major football team east of West Ham is, er… is, er, Essex is West Ham
really, you know, so, er… So er yeah that’s where it’s got… east… poor East London as well,
but it’s all, you know.
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Yeah. Yeah.

So I think it’ll be a much more diverse support fan-base in the future, er, you know. They go
to it, you know. If you go look in the schools now…When I, when I was a kid everyone had
a West Ham shirt, you know. Although wasn’t obviously no one… in those days it wasn’t
rammed down kids’ throats, you know, you know. You, you, you got a West ham shirt cos
you were support, a supporter rather that… Now you sort of get a football shirt cos it’s sort of
a trendy thing to do, isn’t it, you know what I mean. So if you look in the local schools that
sort of, you know… You’ve got Arsenal, Man Utd, West Ham, Chelsea… The whole load.
Much more diverse, you know. It’s not a solid fan-base and that. So I think that’s gonna be
the same in the future as well, probably. Much more diverse now. And I think there’ll still be
families with whole generations, you know. My, my dad’s a West ham supporter, and all that
sort of thing, so you sort of follow it through, in the family, you know. You know… people
say round here, ‘If you cut you… Cut you, your veins you’ve got claret and blue blood’, you
know, ‘You’ve got claret you’ve got the blue as well’, you know, so, yeah.

Is your dad still alive?

Yeah.

Has… So what did he think of that?

He’s been.

Right.

He has… my son took him for a couple of games.

Right.

Yeah. He just thinks it’s completely different and it’s all a bit alien, you know. [Laughs] It’s
all, you know, he… Probably the, he’s so… The only problem a lot of people experiencing,
not just, is, is, is the inaccessibility of it. It is like a twenty minute walk from anywhere, you
know, and for a lot of people that’s a bit, quite difficult sometimes, you know, er…
Particularly older people like himself, you know. He’s eighty, you know, so, you know, yeah.
But, it er… And like, you know, when we first went, when me and my dad first went, we sat
on wooden benches. Literally a wooden bench with a little knob in, and that’s your space
there. To go to where it is now is completely, you know. You used to get an ‘ot dog and a
Bovril, you know. That was it, you know. You don’t get… I don’t think, I don’t think you get
Bovril over there, and, and one of the distinct things you remember about West Ham is the
smell of Bovril…

[Laughs]

…You know? I would say the peanut man, you know, another thing back in the, you could
wolf down, all round the terraces you used to order these peanuts. Percy Dalton Peanuts,
sixpence a bag, you know. That sort of stuff, yeah, so. One of the sort of things about football,
you know. And of course you had the characters in the crowd. You used to have Monty
who’s play a bugle and stuff, you know, in the crowd and stuff like that. You get none of that
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now. It’s much more, it’s much more you know, all, all sort of, I dunno… clean, isn’t now,
you know what I mean? You’ve got to go through, you can’t take things in there and all this
sort of stuff, you know, so.

Why, why do you think that’s sort of like those characters have, have sort of disappeared?

Er.. it’s just… I think the game’s changed in a way, or, you know, or the opportunities change.
You know partly cos you had to become more security orientation I suppose. Stop the trouble.
That type of thing, you know… er you know. So whereas, you know, a, a, although XXXX’s
bugle was seen as, you know an interesting part of the game. It could be seen as a threat now
I suppose, you know, cos packing some lead or something, there’s, stuff like that. yeah… it’s
a shame really cos it, it takes away a lot of … the, the, the character and those things that
made West Ham West Ham, you know, you know, er…

If you could characterise a West ham supporter, what would you…

[Laughs]

… sort of three kind of characteristics of a…?

Er…Well I… They’ve got, they like, I think they like football. And I know that sounds silly
cos you go, but they like to see football played as it should be. That’s the thing about West
ham supporters, I think. You know, so you don’t support West Ham because they’re gonna
win the league, right? [Laughs] Or you don’t wear West Ham cos they’re gonna win the cup
every other year, and stuff like that. A lot of people, I think, support Man Utd or Man Ci-,
because, you know, it’s all about who’s winning. But you thought West Ham because you
believe in football, and you believe in a, in a XXXX, and you also believe in a community, I
think, and it’s, and it’s come, you know that’s a, and that’s why you support West ham, you
know. Er… so that’s, I think, the foremost thing about West Ham, people who watch West
Ham, er… Secondly, but beginning to get more diluted I think, there is a… it’s a tradition. A
lot of people have that tradition in their family, that they’ve, that they’re a West Ham
supporter, you know, you know. Cos back in the, in the day, you know, quite often you knew
people, you know. I like, I knew a lot of people worked at West Ham, you know. I knew a
couple of the players, cos they went to school, you know, and that sort of stuff, you know.
Which again that’s diluting quite a lot now, you know, er… But yeah, fore and foremost I
think you watch West Ham because you believe in football, and in, you come from an area
where West Ham have been part of that area’s life, day-to-day life really.

I suppose that’s going to be slightly harder, isn’t it?

It’s going to be a lot harder in the future. Lot harder, yeah. Yeah. A lot harder, er… but
there’s still be lots of physicians, you know, yeah.

So what, what tradition would you…?

You know, that’s what I mean, a lot of people, families will continue to support West Ham
because they are West Ham, you know, and they might be di-, more diverse. You know, quite
often you, its often you see in the programme stuff and that people who’ve gone off to
Australia they fly back to see a game, and stuff, you know. There’s always, so wherever you
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are you always switch on the radio at five to five on a Saturday. You can’t do that anymore.
It’s often Sundays and Mondays, all that sort of stuff. But you find out what the West Ham
score is, you know. And that’s what you do, you know. Yeah, er… So it’s gonna be a much
more di-, diverse supporter base in the future I think, you know, er…

It’s interesting isn’t it, cos it is… I suppose cos is in such a sort of sprauncy kind of stadium
just to get that, essence of what West Ham was and where it came from isn’t it?

Yeah. Yeah.

That, I, I can imagine that’s going to be hard to…

It is yeah.

… really keep…

That’s right, yeah.

… channelling that…

Yeah. And also I think that, I think really West Ham grew in this area. Cos remember it
started off from a, from a workers’ team, you know, the iron works, you know, down at, er,
Canning Town. So it actually grew… in the area. It sort of, as the area’s grown West Ham’s
grown. Went from an amateur to a club and it got a small ground over at Memorial’s, then
you got the ground, and that ground, you know. So you seen it…

That’s true.

… It’s grew in that community, you know.

Did your great, great Grandfather, did he, where was he, did he, was he from the area as
well?

Yeah. Yeah.

Right.

Yeah, yeah. Past week I think, er, my daughter’s done a bit of a family tree thing, but yeah.
Four, five generations go back, yeah, yeah, in this area.

Yeah. Probably all West Ham supporters.

Well I ima-, I don’t really know.

[Laughs]

But I imagine so. [Laughs] I don’t know that, er, you can’t tell that, yeah. But certainly yeah,
sort of, er, I know at least two generations before were, yeah. Definitely two generations were
before.
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And if one of your kids said, ‘I’m not supporting them’, would you’ve disowned them?
[Laughs]

[Laughs] Er, probably! I don’t, they make their own mind up, you know. The son, he’s a
West Ham supporter, and the, the girls (I’ve got three girls and one boy) they are too, you
know. He was, he, one of his birthday presents, Ben, was, he was a mascot for the day, at
West Ham.

Oh wow!

XXXX against Everton as well, back in, few years ago now but, yeah. My first game was to
see Everton and when he was a mascot was a g-, g-, home game against Everton. Yeah. So as
I say he did that for a, enjoyed that, yeah. My eldest daughter’s gone. She’s quite in-, very,
she’s er, probably the most interested of the three girls in it, yeah, yeah. And she’s been to
quite a few games and stuff as well, you know.

I suppose sort of having women on the terraces is sort of, er, with…

Er, it’s getting, it’s much more… There are more women on the terraces now, definitely,
yeah. Yeah. I wouldn’t, I wouldn’t, er… various cultures, communities, mind you are not as
much as they should be really. Well I say ‘Should be’, and I mean that’s, that’s their choice.
But certainly the crowd at West Ham doesn’t reflect the immediate diversity this area at all,
you know. Probably more than it did twenty years ago, but not my much more, frankly. Of
course, you know, and, we’ve got quite an interesting…Well the team is, is multi-national
now the team [Laughs], er, the different issue, of course, is the fact that, er, there’s more,
more European players, or all round the world now, in the football teams, er, than there are in,
in the basic home-grown players.

Yeah. What, what do you think of that? I mean, what’s your…?

Well as a football I, as a football fan I think it’s wrong. I, I think it’s… my view would be
that it should be a limit on, er, I dunno four or five players, er, from abroad, er, in a team, so
you, so you’ve got opportunities for the, the players in, in, you now, in, in this country to
develop. Because I don’t, I don’t think England will win the World Cup any, well until…
Well if you look at the, the teams, the big major teams, it’s hard to get one English team out
of them, you know, er… So there’s a major change. It’s been a major thing, and I, it’s, er…
But even then, but even, it’s, it’s, it’s going down to the Championship now as well. It’s more,
you know, more players from abroad playing there. And in the Scottish, Celtic, the big Celtic
and Rangers, the big Scottish teams, are mostly, you know, getting more and more, er… Well
it’s not just European. It’s African players, er, South American players, you know. It
certainly add, add quality, I'm quite, you know, don’t get me wrong, they certainly add
quality. They add something to it, you know, and some of them are extremely, well,
extremely good, as you, you know, you can see. But I think the, the dan-, well the danger is
actually happening I think, is the fact that, you know, it’s much, much harder now for, for
young people, er, to get, to break through. It’s a very small amount of kids at academies
actually go on to the first, get into the actual team at the end of the day. A very, very small
percentage, you know. Er, and, and that’s then reflected in, in the national game as well, so
yeah. Er, so West Ham is, you know, I think it’s more so, probably… dunno, well we got half
a dozen, and the rest are players from abroad.
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Right.

Yeah, yeah, you know. We’ve got a couple of home-grown still. We’ve got Mark Noble. We
had Tomkins, but we sold Tomkins last season, he was over there. And a couple of other
youngsters coming through. But again the, you know, not so long ago, you know, the, all the
team’s from round here. You know, back in the ‘60s, ‘70s, you know… the majority of the
team were a lot, were from London, you know, not even from up north or somewhere.
[coughs] You know? Yeah.

So who was your favourite player? Who is your, if you had to take one with you? [Laughs]

Oh God, yeah. There’s been so many really, er… I guess there’ve been some lots of good
players, er, I guess… I think he played West Ham way and, and he gave one-hundred-and-ten
percent over and over and over again. It, it has to be Billy Bonds really, you know. He, he
was the, the driving force, I mean, you know, er… Never give up. But for pure, pure ability
it’d be Bobby Moore. You know, I think very few people could overrate Bobby Moore, er…
Er, just pure football ability and football understanding, it, and then, you know then, like him
Brooking and people like Devonshire, er, Johnny Byrne back in the day, you know XXXX
and that. People were better for all round. Probably the one who sort of, to me, sums up what
West Ham should be about is, er, Billy Bonds. Yeah. Yeah, there’ve been a lot, you know.
It’s very hard…

Did you meet him? Did he, did you…?

Yeah, I’ve met him a couple of times, yeah, yeah. Yeah, very nice man. Very nice. Very shy.
Very nice man, and just gets on with it, you know. Yeah. I’ve met Trevor Brooking a few
times, and a couple of others in different, different contexts, different ways, yeah, yeah. yeah.

And what about managers? Who would you sort of…?

Well it’s… well Greenwood, Greenwood set a tone about the way we played, but then it
wasn’t forceful enough, I think, to impose and got that, to get them to play, you know.
Lyall… John Lyall was good, er… I suppose, yeah… probably John Lyall. Er, probably John
Lyall, yeah. Er, but sadly we, we’ve seemed to, more recently we’ve gone through managers
[Laughs] over the last fifteen year, whereas we had about six (was it six or seven?) in our first
hundred or whatever it was, yeah? We’ve had double that in the next ten years, you know
what I mean? So it’s very hard to say. Cos I, I think to me hard to say, to me it’s you can all
be great for one season. It’s when you, you know it’s, it’s what so you say about someone
like Billy Bonds. He did it day in, day out, for near on twenty years, you know. Whereas a lot
of the people suddenly become stars they do it one or two seasons and they disappear, it’s
XXXX but you know. It’s a bit like managers, you know. Er, so, but you know, so, you know,
Pardew got us to Wembley, didn’t he? But he, what was he there for two years? Three years?
And then he got, you know what I mean. So it’s very hard say who, you know. Like
Allardyce kept us up, you know, so you know, but… XXXX You set tones and you set
standards and set the way we play, probably Greenwood and Lyall. Er, probably Lyall took
us further than Greenwood did, at the end of the day. Build on the platform he laid, you know.
I can’t remember much before that actually, because I, you know, I say I, I went… First game
was in ’63 when it was, so Greenwood was the manger then.
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Did you go with your dad to that first game?

Yeah, first game, yeah, yeah, yeah, first game, yep. Yeah. But I… the managers Fenton and
that, the, and the, all I can tell is what I’ve heard about him, I don’t, never saw what they
produced, you know, Paynter, Fenton and people like that, you know. Yeah. And of course I
should say that I, I’ve, that the players I’m talking about are the ones I saw, you know, so I
think, er, there’ve, there’ve been other good players who I never saw so I can’t really, you
know, you know, can’t say, you know. Yeah. Yeah.

What do you think the future holds for the new, the new stadium and the, and the team as they
are? Can you predict, or is it…?

I… It’s hard, I… I hope the stadium works. I hope, I suppose we get used to it after a while,
er… I think, you know, the, the… There’s potential there for the team to, to, to become,
become better. I think its, er, it got the fan-base there now. You got potentially the, the
income... it generates, so you can purchase more players and stuff like that. So yeah, I think
the, the future is good, er, but I think the truth will tell in the next three to five years. What
happens to it in the next three to five years, I think, is quite crucial to me. If XXXX stadium
work, do we, you know, do we, does that then reflect in buying, improving the players,
support the players that we’re doing, er, and also for me, personally, it’s how the thing with
the community. So I think that’s, that’s very important.

What would you like to see them do with the…?

Well, I don’t, I think they would, they, to me it’s important they, they maintain links with the
community, er, and (either direct through the club or through the foundation) is that they try
and encourage more people to get involved with the club. Which is fair, fair to them do have
the supporters for them, things like that you know, er… And that, don’t lose that link with the,
this area. Cos that’s important to me, you know.

Yes.

You know. So yeah. So we’ll see.

Yeah.

Yeah. Yeah. Probably, you know, we’re there, on our way towards that, you know, and
there’s a good chance we can achieve it, you know. But XXXX with football.

No, that’s it, isn’t it. It’s…

You know. Course they, if they go get relegated…. [Laughs]

[Laughs] Well that’d be terrible. I won’t ask you how you’d feel.

Yeah. Well it could be interest-, well could be interesting to know is if, if, you’ll probably see
who the loyalist West Ham supporters are. The ones who go and watch them in the
Championship over there, which is, you know, is, yeah that’s what I’m saying, so…
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I suppose the thing is about West Ham fans is that they’re just no stranger to, to sort of
shifting times, are they?

No, no, that’s right. And whether we, you know, however bad we played, however, er,
however much we all moaned about it, however much we all said we’d never go again, West
Ham always got twenty-five-, thirty-thousand people, you know. We’ll always get that solid
support. Cos that’s about, that’s what West Ham is, cos you wanna play football, you know,
and that’s what it’s about. So interesting now, now that’s almost doubled in a sense, around
that core, it’s had on that. Does that new people, interested people, whatever, become part of
that core, so if we do go down a division, or two, we’re getting fifty-four-thousand people
there, or is it back to the old twenty-odd-thousand. I might be wrong, but er, you now. So I
think the club, if the club do want to succeed I think the, the managering under-, know that
and appreciate it, it’s very important that they stay in that Premiership. Or if they drop out of
it they drop, go straight back in again.

Yeah.

Like before, you know.

But I think you’re right and it is something that’s in your blood, isn’t it? Like to be a
supporter you can’t…

Yeah.

… you can’t… if it’s in you for the, for the true supporters, it’s just in your psyche, isn’t it?

Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, that’s right, you know. And I think it’s, it’s gonna be harder for them sort
of true supporters, in the future, because, as I say, it’s, it was in part of a community, but isn’t,
where it’s stuck over there, it isn’t part of community as such, you know, er… In fact if I go
to E20 I think I’m in a different world, I’m on a different, you know, same borough but,
obviously I think I’m in a different world. And I was over there the other day actually, you
know, it’s completely different, you know. Yeah.

Is it a world that you like, or…?

I wouldn’t say I like it. I think it’s… It’s er, I’d like to see, you know, I don’t want to see it
become ‘us and them’. That’s why I’m keen, you know, to bring those fellas in. And it’s
about change, you know, you’ve, you’ve always got to be like change, but as long as you
learn from your past, that’s why I’m particularly interested in heritage and history and all that
sort of stuff, is cos I think you can learn an awful lot from your past. I don’t think you should
forget your past, you know. Er… I think it’s wrong. I mean, you know, we’re good at
remembering some things in this country but not others, and I think, I think, er… Yeah, so
I’m a great believer in history. Learning from history and teaching history. And I think
you’ve got, you know, it’s a bit like you, know, you’ve got a lot to learn from, from West
Ham in a way, you know, so yeah. Yeah. So we’ll see. We’ll see if there’s sort of XXXX but
yeah. I bet I got a bit worried about earlier in the season where it looked like we might go
down. [Laughs] Well I suppose we could still go down. I think it’s going to be a bit more
unlikely now, you know, yeah. Yeah.
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How long does it take you to get over a defeat? [Laughs]

[Laughs] Er, God…Well you get more used to it. [Laughs] On, until the next game. [Laughs]
Yeah, until the next game, yeah. Yeah I guess we’re more used to it than others, but you
know, you know, and some, and some disasters we’ve had, you know, but, er, yeah.

Does it put you in a bad mood, or did it put your dad in a bad mood, or?

[Laughs] Can do, actually. Can do funnily enough. [Laughs] Yeah, it can do, yeah. Yeah, I’ve
put a brick through the TV. [Laughs]

[Laughs]

Cos I’m keeping quite a lot there on the TV tomorrow night, the game you know.

Yeah.

Cup game. Man City, you know. They do that kids, Power For Kids is a really good initiative
actually, that they do, which is good.

What is that one? What is it?

Right, they do a per-, er, Kids For Power and stuff, that sort of stuff. And they do do cheaper
games, you know, er… Which helps as well, XXXX if other people get to it. Cos it’s quite
expensive still, you know. That’s another problem. Er, it’s still quite expensive even, you
know… I think my season ticket’s six… six seven four, I think it is, for my team games, you
know. Yeah. But you know you had that sort of programmes. Three quid, three fifty now, you
know, er… Get a hot dog or something, you know, it’s all mounts up, you know, it’s not, it’s
not, you know, it’s not like it used to be, you know. [Laughs] Er… so yeah. So I think it’s…
All the time they can try and make sure that local people can access it as well, you know, on
all different levels of pay and stuff, is important, you know. Yeah, so that’s quite an
important initiative to do as well, you know. Er… And I think it’s sad that West ham have
closed their museum actually. I think it’s very sad, and er, when I get around to it I’m
actually going to write to them about that. But, er, I think it’s quite, you know, I think it’s
quite important, again. I don’t know why they did it, but they did, you know. There’s no
further, well there’s no plans to reopen the museum in the new stadium. Well it’s obviously
big enough, you know, er… Which is a shame really, you know.

Yeah.

Yeah. There was quite a lot of memorabilia in there, you know, stuff about football.

Yeah, yeah. It’s strange.

Yeah. And then I think the museum was quite popular. The one at, at the old ground was
quite popular, you know. Yeah.

Oh I think I sup-, I suppose also cos like the, the fans just like their heritage don’t they?
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Yeah, that’s right. Well I’ve got, I’ve got virtually every West Ham home programme since
about 1950 I think, so… What’s that? Nearly, what about sixty years of programmes.

Right.

Yeah. Yeah, so.

Do you look at them?

Er, when I get time, yeah.

Right. [Laughs]

[Laughs] Yeah when I get time. Yeah, so I got, you know, I got, yeah you look at your
special ones, you know, I’ve got, er… One of my pride and joy I’ve got the ’23 cup final
programme, you know. And the 1940 World, er, football World Cup programme as well.

How do you acquire them? Are they from…?

Er, well obviously a lot of ‘em I collected by going to games and that sort of thing. Er… and I
purchased them from dist-, programme dist-, sellers, auctions and stuff like that, you know.
So it’s a particular interest is er… I’ve always collected the pro-… Well I said first when I
collected the programmes to the games I went to, you know, er yeah, sort of… In, in itself is
a history of the club, the programmes, you know. Yeah. So yeah I’ve got virtually every
home programme since about 1950 I guess, yeah. I can’t, unfortunately the way programmes
are there, I can’t, I was hoping to do some pre-war, go pre-war, but I can’t afford those now,
so… They’re a hundred-and-twenty pound each, or a hundred-and-thirty pound each, you
know I mean. So… Er, we talked, so for a season you’re talking about two-and-a-half-
thousand pounds, XXXX and I just can’t afford that.

No.

No… So you know, I’ve, er, given up hope of getting the pre-war stuff. [Laughs] I’ll stick to
what I’ve got there, and er… The big games I’ve got, you know. You know, so. Yeah.

So are you hoping to get to a match?

Oh yeah I would like to get back there, yeah, see how we go, yeah. Yeah. Yes very much so.
Yes very much so. I’ll wait til they come back to Upton Park. [Laughs]

Yeah! [Laughs] Ok. Is there anything else you’d like to add?

No… well was that the sort of thing you wanted…?

Yeah, it was perfect, yeah, yeah.

Yeah. Oh yes it’s been, er, you know, it’s been a lifetime, er, interest of mine, and it’s er, you
know, I’ve personally got a lot from it, and so has my family and, er, so’s the area.
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What’s the single thing, then, that you’ve got most from West Ham? The, er, the biggest thing
that you can say, ‘I’ve got this from West Ham’? [Laughs]

Er, I don’t… I think it’s just satisfaction from seeing football the way I like it played, and
then occasionally ultimate heights when we win a cup or something like that. And some of
the, one of the best nights ever in this borough was when they won the cup in 1980. Or when
they bring the cup back. And when you’ve got all the local community here, every element of
the community there, celebrating that one achievement, you know. You can’t beat that.

Yeah, that must’ve been amazing.

Yeah, you can’t beat that XXXX you know. Ever since each time, you know, er, and it does
bring the community together, you know.

Yes.

Er… yeah. So hopefully there’ll be many more of those in the future. [Laughs]

[Laughs] Yeah, I hope so too.

Yeah. Yeah. But see… Yeah I mean that’s sort of, er, given me joy and satisfaction and sort
of been part, part of your heritage really.

Yes.

You know. And, er, which it always has been I think round here. West Ham has been part of
life, you know. But there we go.

Thank you very much. Did I ask you your date of birth?

Yeah. XX-XX-1958.

Thank you.

The End
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